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CASE or RECTO-VAGINAL OPENING 


FOLLOWING LACERATED PERINEU M, SUCCESS- 
FULLY TREATED BY OPERATION, 


By Joun Inouts Nicot, M.D., one of the 
Surgeons to the Northern Infirmary in 
Inverness. 


A.tnovcn cases of lacerated perineum will 
sometimes occur under the most skilful 
Management, the kindly disposition of the 
parts to heal, especially when aided by ju- 
dicious after-treatment, most commonly pre- 
cludes those calamitous consequences to the 
unhappy sufferer, of which the following 
ease furnishes an example. 

Mrs. B., etat. 24, a little woman, was de- 
livered of her first child in the latter end of 
1827, after a tedious labour. The case was 
conducted by an ignorant country midwife, 
and the perineum was lacerated to a con- 
siderable extent. Ulceration and loss of 
substance followed ; her recovery was tardy, 
and after a long confinement, the feces con- 
tinued to be voided principally per vaginam. 
A natural delicacy prevented her from ap- 
plying for surgical assistance until very 
ately, when, upon examination, I found the 
parts had healed up, leaving an aperture 
capable of admitting the finger to pass into 
the rectum, and distant nearly two inches 
from the perineal margin of the os exrternum. 
Through this opening the relaxed folds of 
the rectum protruded forwards into the 
vagina, forming a tumour about the size ofa 

ut, and the feculent matter kept up a 
continued excoriation of the passage. 
drawing the perineum towards me and re- 
ducing the gut, I found it could be retained 
or confined in its proper place, with the ex- 
ception of a very small portion towards the 
lower edge, which, by adhesion to the vagi- 
nal aalie, continued irreducible. The 
bowels were freely evacuated, and she was 
placed on a spare liquid diet. The vagina 
was kept distended by means of a lithotomy 
forceps, a clumsy expedient, but the only 
dilator then within my reach. The gut was 
reduced, and the perineum kept tense by 
drawing, as formerly, towards me. ‘The 
aperture was sufficiently exposed, but it was 
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not until the scalpel, curved scissors, and 
several other instruments were tried in suc- 
cession, that I discovered the difficulty of 
reaching the parts and paring the edges as I 
could have wished under such circum. 
stances. A duplicature of the vagina fell 
down between the blades of the forceps and 
obscured my object, The rectum would 
frequently resume its place in the vagina, 
notwithstanding my attempt to keep it re- 
duced by means of sponges, bougies, &c., 
introduced by the anus. 2 

After several tedious and trying attempts, 
I succeeded at last in denuding the edge of 
the opening of its coverings, with the ex- 
ception of the upper extremity, and this I 
succeeded in abrading by means of a round- 
pointed scalpel. A couching needle, with 
a long stem previously perforated near the 
point, curved to the extent of an inch, and 
bent at a right angle, was armed with a liga- 
ture, and used to bring the edges together, 
which was effected by means of four stitches 
with comparative ease. The aperture thus 
obliterated presented a puckered appear- 
ance, and it was evident that, notwithstand- 
ing every possible care to bring the cut 
edges together, they were not throughout 
in apposition, as might be expected, there- 
fore this operation failed. Adhesion took 
place, however, to a small extent towards 
the lower part, and afforded sufficient hope 
of ultimate success. By this partial adhe- 
sion also the irreducible part of the rectum 
had now disappeared. Unwilling to risk a 
second failure by using instruments on which 
I could not satisfactorily rely, I procured a 


By | dilator, long curved scissors, lancet-pointed 


curved bistoury, and strong needle. The 
dilator answered my purpose completely. [ 
could see the parts perfectly, and cut with 
comparative facility between the blades as 
far as free access went, while their breadth, 
and the curve of the instrument, upheld 
sufficiently the vaginal fold, so annoying in 
my former attempt.* At this time I re- 
solved to cut more freely, and the 
bistoury through the lower edge, as if I 


* Perhaps the excellent dilator with 
three b!ades, invented by Mr. Weiss, would 
have answered still better, 


2G 


| 


* rectum, including nearly as much of the 
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wished to transfix it to the back part of the 
vaginal surface contiguous as was considered 
necessary, and carried it upwards. The 
yielding nature of the parts permitted too 


vegetations, and studded with hydatids. 
The constant irritation and consequent pro- 
fuse sero-mucous discharge proved fatal. 
I have recently been informed that the Dub- 
lin Lying-in Institutions abound with similar 


much to be included in this seetion, profuse | cases, 


hemorrhage dollowed, further progress was 
arrested, and it became necessary to use the 
sponge plug, and put the patient to bed. 
A few days thereafter, I proceeded in my 
third attempt, passing the bistoury after the 
manner already mentioned, removing the 
membranous covering to the extent of nearly 
half an inch along the left side of the open- 
ing, and leaving it attached at either extre- 
mity. I made a similar attempt on the right 
side, but the situation of the parts rendered 
it impossible, save by piecemeal, In this 
way, however, 1 detached part after part, 
snipping off with the curved scissors what 
the bistoury had partially separated, and 
succeeded in removing the cicatrices and 
mucous membrane surrounding the opening 
to the extent of fully balf an inch, without 
any impeding hemorrhage. 

n the removal of the upper part, which 
was attended with greatest difficulty, 
found the small hook’used in eye operations 
highly advantageous in facilitating the access 
of the scissors, where the bistoury was in- 
admissible. Satisfied that this stage of the 
operation was perfect, I brought the ae 
together with four stitches, introduced by 
means of the stouter instrument, constructed 
after the manner of the couching needle 
used in my first operation. Although the 
shut aperture had the same puckered ap- 
paues as formerly mentioned, there could 

no doubt but the denuded surfaces were 
now in contact, Perfect adhesion took 
place, and although alvine matter was ob- 
served to pass in very small quantity per 
vaginam some days thereafter, it was found 
to have made its way through the suppu- 
rated holes of the ligatures. These epscdily 
healed up, and she is now rid of an affliction 
which must have otherwise rendered her 
life miserable. 

Many of wy readers may feel disposed to 
think that I have been more minute in my 
details than the merits of the case demand- 
ed, especially as at first sight the operation 
may be considered of easy accomplishment. 
The difficulty, however, of this and of 
another similar operation, viz. that for cleft 


Being of opinion that these openings 
are caused more by loss of substance from 
extensive ulceration than by imperfect union 
of the lacerated parts, and as their edges 
will consequently be much attenuated, I 
feel satistied that paring them alone, and at- 
tempting to bring them in contact, will 
assuredly end in a similar disappointment 
with that experienced on my first operation. 
To insure success, a considerable portion of 
the surrounding surface must be removed, 
and the parts thus bared must, as it were, 
be folded together. ‘The ligatures should be 
passed right through to the rectum, in- 
cluding enough of substance to prevent their 
working out too soon, and inserted so close 
to each other as to produce complete me- 
chanical obliteration, otherwise, whenever 
the gut is distended with flatus, it will cer- 
tainly make its escape between them, and 


1} lessen the chance of adhesion. Perhapsthe 


introduction and retention of a small elastic 
gum catheter in the rectum might be useful 
in obviating the consequences of avy such 
defects. 

When the perineum has been once lace- 
rated, subsequent laceration is much more 
likely to happen, Last winter I was called 
to a case of protracted labour, where the 
patient had married late in life, and, on two 
former occasions, the perineum was lace- 
rated. I found the vagina so contracted by 
the cicatrices, as to be forced before the 
head of the child in a semilunar fold, stretch- 
ing across and obstructing fully half the pas- 
sage. It was peculiarly interesting to mark 
the difference in the structure obedient to the 
law of nature from that which resisted it. 
Perceiving delivery to be impossible with- 
out another laceration, I divided this inter- 
vening fold with a , and it was 
speedily accomplished without either he- 
morrhage from the section, or any other un- 
pleasant consequence.—Edin, Med. and 
Surg. Journ. 


DESCRIPTION OF APPARATUS AND EXPERI- 
MENTS FOR DETERMINING THE COMPO- 
SITION OF THE BLOOD IN HEALTH AND 


palate, will be estimated on making the 
attempt. Cases such as the present, I ap- 
prehend, are frequently to be met with 
among the poor, in those districts where la- 
bour is conducted by ignorant homebred 
country midwives. In the earlier part of 
my practice, I recollect to have met with 
two cases, where the sides of the openings, 
which were large» and of long standing, 
were covered with lopg and ash-coloured 


DISEASE. 


| By W. M.D., Sunderland, 


| Iw my lecture upon typhus fever, which 
‘was published about sixteen months ago, I 
necessarily confined myself to the mere 
outlines, in o:der that 1 might not detain 
the audience more than an hour; and in 
printing this lecture, I neither added nor 
‘Subtracted from what was delivered. 
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I now proceed, for the satisfaction of the 
profession, to give a brief sketch of the plan 
which I adopted in these investigations. 

I ordered a twenty-ounce graduated air- 
tight flask to be made, to which a stop-cock 
was screwed, and having attached the flask 
to the aperture in the plate of the air-pump, 
by means of a brass tube, I exhausted the 
atmospheric air from the fiask by the air- 

p. Having removed the exhausted flask 

the air-pump, I attached to it above the 
stop-cock, a tube about the diameter of a 
Swan's quill, bent at a very obtuse angle, 
and having a ball blown upon the angle. 

When the blood flowed from the vein, I 
held the glass tube as nearas [ could to the 
bleeding vein, but not touching it, and kept 
the flask in a suitable position ull the glass 
bulb was filled. 1 now opened the stop- 
cock, and the blood rushed into the empty 
flask from the glass bulb, In this way | so 
managed the stop-cock, that, as the blood 
continued to flow into the glass bulb, it was 
permitted to rush into the exhausted flask, 
till I had taken a suitable quantity of blood 
in vacuo. After some practice, | was ena- 
bled to manage the stop-cock, so that | could 
take whatever quantity of blood I required 
with the greatest facility. 


The next step was to shut the stop-cock, 


and remove the glass bulb from the flask, 
and attach to it a well-constructed appara- 
tus for drawing whatever gas might be con- 


tained in the blood, through a graduated 
flask of lime-water, placed in the exhausted 
receiver of the air-pump. In this manner, 
the carbonic acid of the blood coming into 
union with the lime of the lime-water, and 
forming carbonate of lime, the quantity of 
carbonic acid in the blood was very readily 
and very accurately ascertsined. I was 
particularly cautious, by a proper arrange- 
ment of valves, that no lime-water found its 
way into the flask containing the blood, 
which otherwise will always be the case 
when the atmospheric air is permitted (after 
this part of the experiment is finished) to 

into the receiver of the air-pump. It 
8 necessary to mention that the flask, pre- 
vious to its being used, was weighed ; and 
after the carbonic acid was removed from 
the blood by the above-mentioned appara- 
tus, the flask, with its contents, was again 
weighed. 

‘The next process was to set the flask 
containing the blood upon its side, and afier 
it had stood in that position for two or three 
hours, | poured off the whole of the serum 
in the most careful manner, ‘The serum was 
coagulated at a well-regulated temperature, 
and being cut into small pieces, was placed 
upoa a perforated Wedgewood funnel, and 
the serosity drained off; besides which, 
the coagulated albumen was washed most 
carefully with warm water, and the wash- 


ings added to the serosity, The coagulated 
albumen was wei . The serosity and 
the washings of the coagulated albumen 
were placed in a Wedgewood capsule, and 
evaporated, and the salts which were left 
were collected and weighed. ‘The crassa- 
mentum from which the serum was poured, 
was weighed ; and the fibrin separated from 
the colouring matter was collected in a fine 
linen bag, through which a current of dis- 
tilled water was passed. The fibrin was 
pressed for some time in a press of my own 
construction ; and when all the water was 
pressed out, and the moisture removed from 
its surface, it was weighed. ‘Tle solution of 
the colouring matter which passed through 
the linen bag, was evaporated, and the co- 
louring matter weighed. 

I adopted the plan of receiving blood in 
vacua, in order that the oxygen of the atmo- 
sphere might have nochance of uniting with 
the carbon of the biocd, in its transit from 
the vein into such vessels as are usually 
had recourse to for receiving blocd ; and by 
way of putting this plan to the proof, I cone 
structed a graduated jar, sufiicieytly large to 
hold a suitable portion of warm distilled 
water, into which the hand of a man, with 
an opened vein, could be most convenient! 
held, till fifteen or twenty ounces of bi 
were takem. To this jara well-ground plate 
and stop-cock were attached after the blood 
was taken; the space which was Jeft by re- 
moving the hand, being supplied by hollow 
metal balls. The blood always keeps to the 
bottom of the water, and not one particle 
comes up to the surface, This jar contain- 
ing the blood and warm water, was attached 
to the apparatus above-mentioned, and 
placed in the exhausted receiver of the air- 
pump. I found the same results in both 
cases. 

When I expected to meet a difficulty in 
procuring blood, I requested the surgeon to 
secure the arm or wrist in the usual manner, 
and place himself by the shoulder of the 
patient; and instead of carrying the lancet 
into the vein, so as to form an acute angle 
with the current of the blood, he was de- 
sired to penetrate the vein with the point of 
the lancet towards the hand, as by this plan 
the blood flows at an obtuse, not an acute 
angle, to its current towards the heart, This 
plan suggested itself to me in cases when 
the veins were peculiarly small, deep-seated, 
or imbedded in fat, and I have reason to be 
perfectly satisfied from ample experience, 
that this is the best plan, even in ordinary 
cases. 

I have always found the greatest difficulty 
in heating fibrin of the blood, so as to ob- 
teia uniform results ; for fibrin may be gra- 
dually heated till it lose one half of its 
weight, though its general appearance and 
qualities remain the same. On this account 
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F constructed niy fibrin press, which I con- 
sider indispen: for comparative trials, in 
cases of sound or unsound: blood, 1 may 
remark in ing, that I could perceive no 
difference in the time required for coagula- 
tion of blood, whether it was taken in the 
usual manner, in vacuo, or in water. At 
the same time, I acknowledge that my at- 
tention was only slightly directed to this 
phenomenon ; nor did I ever make any di- 
rect experiments, so as to be able to form a 
correct opinion upon this question. 

In this manner I have followed up my in- 
quiries, and feel perfectly satisfied, from the 
great attention bestowed, and the innumer- 

experiments performed, that I could 
not have adopted a better method of inves- 
tigation, for the purpose of ascertaining 
those important changes which, of a surety, 
the blood undergoes in many diseases. 
confidently recommend this tothe at- 
tention of my professional brethren. All my 
experiments have been as open as the nature 
of the subject would permit, and all the 
apparatus which I have employed in my in- 
vestigations, has been placed in our infirm- 
ary for the last two years, not only for con- 
venience, but also, as intimated in the pre- 
face to my printed lecture, for the inspec. 
tion of the faculty and other men of science. 

In conclusion, I feel confident, from the 
additional experience of sixteen months, 
that my view of the proximate cause of ty- 
phus fever is perfectly correct, and I request 
that the subject may be entered upon by 
persons qualified for the task.— Edin. Med. 
and Journ. 


FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 
SINGULAR CASE OP EMPHYSEMA. 

A prisoner in the house of correction, 
st Meiningen, who had been affected with 
Qnasarca, was, a ehort time after his reco- 
very from it, sentenced to the punishment 
of ing, of which, on the following day, 
there remained no trace, except a slight 
ecchymosis in the left lumbar region. ‘Iwo 
days afterwards the face, neck, and upper 
part of the chest became swelled, and, on 
pressure, exhibited distinct crepitation. The 
general health of the patient was not affected, 
and respiration was perfectly free ; during 
the following night, however, the sweliing 
rapidly spread over the trunk and the ex- 
tremities; at the same time he was seized 
with great anxiety, oppression of the chest, 
cough, and very violent dyspnea; and 
when Dr. Jahn, who relates the case, saw 
him in the morning, the head, trunk, and 
extremities were at least twice as large as 
in their natural state ; the evelids formed 


1 | speedily subsided, and res 


opium. 


two oval bladders, each —— of a large 

e, the eyes were emphysematous, 
the orbits; the cheeks 
lips were swelled, both externally and 
internally ; the scrotum was as large as an 
adult’s bead, and the penis had acquired the 
size of the arm; a viscous sweat covered 
the whole body, which, when struck, re- 
sounded like a drum, and crepitated when 
forcibly pressed by the hand ; the dyspnea 
was very Violent, breathing so hurried and la- 
borious, that speech was completely suspend. 
ed ; the cough was dry and frequent, and there 
was some foam at the mouth, The danger of 
suffocation being imminent, a trocar was 
plunged into the scrotum, from which a 
great quantity of inodorous gas immediately 
escaped with great force and a whistling noise; 
the patient felt instant relief; the swelling 
more easy. ‘The opening made in the scrd- 
tum being, however, not large enough to 
give exit to all the accumulated sir, the tro- 
car was plunged into several of the 
body and extremities, and as the air still 
continued to be secreted in the cellular 
tissue, the operation was several times re- 
peated. As soon as the condition of the 
patient permitted, the chest was carefully 
examined, but no fracture or ion of 
the ribs, nor any laceration, or other lesion, 
could be discovered ; moreover, the patient 
felt quite well, and had no pain either on 
deep inspiration or on coughing. He was 
submitted to a rigorous antipblogistic treat- 
ment, under which he, within a short time, 
perfectly recovered. The elastic fluid, how~- 
ever, still continued to be secreted under the 
skin, although in smaller quantity; it was 
readily evacuated by the trocar, and under 
the continued use of aromatic frictions, dis- 
appeared entirely after ten days more.— 
Rust’s Magazin. 


RUPTURE OF THE HEPATIC DUCT. 


Mdme. H., etat. 60, who had been for 
several years affected with jaundice, was 
occasionally taken with vomiting and colic 
pain, which lasted for a few hours or days: 
during the intervals between these attacks 
her health was undisturbed. At the be- 
ginning of July, 1827, during one of these 
attacks, she was suddenly seized with vio- 
lent pain in the stomach, accompanied oy 
continued vomiting ; the pulse was natural, 
the abdomen not tender on pressure. ‘he 
infusion of chamomile, with sulphuric ether, 
being given without any benefit, she took 
fifteen drops of landanum, the second dose 
of which had the desired effect. Dusing 
the ensuing night she was several times 
roused by renewed attacks of pain, which, 
however, always subsided after a dose of 
In the morning she was seized 
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with an extreme pain all over the abdomen, 
which was tympanitic, and could not bear 
the slightest touch; the extremities were 
cold; the pulse frequent and very small, the 
body covered with cold sweat, and the coun- 
tenance altered ; she complained of iutolera- 
bie thirst, and vomited every thing she 
took. The application of thirty leeches on 
the abdomen had no effect ; the pain con- 
tinued, and even increased ; she was con- 
tinually retching, and had a constant desire 
to go to stool; the extremities were very 
cold, and slightly convulsed; the abdomen 
tumid and extremely painful, and she died 
twenty-four hours after the beginning of 
the violent pain in the abdomen. On ex- 
amining the body, the abdominal cavity 
was found filled with about three pints of 
blood, mixed with bile ; the peritoneum and 
intestines were, in some places, inflamed, 
and in others had evidently become gangren- 
ous; the hepatic duct was found lacerated ; 
its aperture was covered by a large quan 
tity of coagulated blood, of which one por- 
tion distinctly appeared to have been re- 
cently formed, the other being more firm 
and organised. ‘The liver was of healthy 
structure ; the gall-bladder was enormously 
distended, and still contained a great quan- 
tity of bile and eight small calculi, one of 
which was situated at the aperture of the 


eystic duct, without, however, entirely ob- 
structing it.— Graefe und Walther’s Jour- 
nal. 


CASE OF DYSURIA, IN WHICH THR URINE 
WAS DISCHARGED FROM THE EARS, EYES, 
BREASTS, AND NAVEL. 

This singular case is related in the Jour- 
nal Universel des Sciences, by Dr. Arnold, 
of Providence. A female, 27 years of age, 
who had always enjoyed excellent health, 
was, in 1820, affected with hemoptysis, 
after the suppression of the menses; she 
was bled and took an emetic, after which a 
—— uteri and great dysuria ensued. 

n this condition she continued for two 
and a half, with occasional attacks of 

ysis, vomiting of blood, hamorrhage 

from the ears, especially the left, from the 
breast, nose, and navel ; the urine was eva- 
cuated by means of the catheter, which was 
daily introduced. Whenever its application 
was omitted for 9 longer period, she began 
to sweat profusely in the hypogastric re- 
gion; the nature of this local perspiration 

was never examined. In September, 1822, 

the catheter not having been applied during 

72 hours, a considerable quantity of urine 

was suddenly discharged from the right ear ; 

for some time this discharge regularly re- 
turned once a day, and gradually increased 
in quantity and frequency, so that after 
about a fortnight it recurred two, three, or 


four times a day; it was accompanied by a 
violent pain under the right eye, a 
very troublesome sensation of fulness in the 
rightear; the pain generelly began a short 
time before, and subsided immediately after, 
the discharge, but whenever the latter was 
not in the usual quantity, increased to such 
a degree as to cause furious delirium. If, 
as it happened several times, the discharge 
did not appear at all, delirium also ensued, 
bat of a different kind ; the patient laughed 
and sung during such a paroxysm, talked 
incoherently, &c. Sometimes she bad at- 
tacks like opisthotonus, which lasted, how- 
ever, but a few minutes, after which she 
fetched a deep sigh, and fell into syncope. 
In one of these attacks she was also affected 
with trismus, which lasted twenty-four 
hours. The patient having continued in 
this condition about four months, the sight 
of the right eye became impaired, and at 
last was entirely lost; that of the left eye 
was only very weak. Hearing in the right 
ear was also imperfect, and disturbed by a 
constant tingling and rushing noise. A 
short time before the discharge of urine a 
noise was actually heard in the ear of the 
patient, similar to that of water slowly pour- 
ed into a bottle, The discharge subse- 
quently also took place from the left ear, 
but less regularly, and from the left eye, 
after epiphora and violent ophthalmie.— 
From the 10th of March, the urine was 
daily evacuated by vomiting, after con- 
tinued gnawing pain in the stomach. On 
the 21st of April the right mammary gland 
became swelled, hard, and painful, dis- 
charged a few drops of watery fluid; after 
twenty-four hours the tumour subsided, but 
returned within a week. A yellow fluid, 
which was found to contain a considerable 
quantity of uric acid, was emitted from the 
nipple ; the discharge was very regular, 
and sometimes came also from the left breast. 
On the 10th of May, the patient felt a vio- 
lent pain in the hypogastric and umbili- 
cal region, which was spasmodically cone 
tracted ; these symptoms having continued 
for a few days, an aperture formed in the 
navel, from which a great quantity of urine 
issued with considerable force. his dis- 
charge afterwards regularly continued for 
several months. During the time that the 
urine was thus emitted from different or- 
gans, the catheter was daily introduced, and, 
according to the quantity of urine evacuated 
from the bladder, the vicarious discharge 
was lessened or augmented, The patient 
was submitted to several plans of treatment, 
but without any effect whatever. In order 
to convince- himself that there was no im- 
position on the part of the patient, Dr, A. 
and another practitioner remained at dif- 
ferent times with her during twenty-four 
hours, and always found every thing to take 
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place exeetly as she had related. In the 
summer of 1824, though the anomalous dis- 
charge of urine had continued for about two 
ears, her general health was comparatively 
t little affected ; the urine was evacuated 
the right ear, navel, and right breast, 

but in smaller quantity than before. 
[Similar cases of anomalous discharges of 
urine from different parts of the body are 
related in the Transactions of the College of 
Physicians of Philadelphia, vol. i., and in 
the Aligem. Medic. Annalen, January 1815. 
In the latter case, the patient, who was 
affected with suppression of urine, felt 
fluid accumulating in the stomach, under 
violent burning pain in the epigastric re- 
gion; all on a sudden the burning sensa- 
tion flew towards the feet, from the soles 
of which a large quantity of urine was emit- 
ted after a few hours. The same patient 
laboured under a metastasis of milk to the 
stomach, from which it was daily discharged 
with convulsive action ef the chest and 


abdomen.] 


MATERIALITY OF THE MIND. 
Reply to Mr. Dermott by M. D. 


To the Editor of Tut Lancer. 


Sir,—I feel that I have brought myself 
into.a fearful situation, by placing myself 
within sword’s length of a warrior who leaves 
to his foes no hope of escape. Itis some 
consolation, indeed, that I shall not die 
alone; the phrenologist must perish with 
me ; and it is a farther consolation to us 
both, that we shall not die ingloriously, like 
the squire of King Rhesus, who, when he 
had a furrow ploughed through his ribs by 
the sword of Diomed, just as he was begin- 
ning to rub his eyes and look about for his 
weapons, complained bitterly, and truly not 
without some reason, of this sort of military 
quackery—this St. John Long method of 
securing a patient—this unprofessional style 
of doing business. To die in any way he 
thought bad enough ; but to die in the dark, 
without knowing how—to be sliced into 
ribbands by such ‘‘ hole-and-corner” surgery 
as this, was beyond all human endurance. 
But we shall have no occasion to exclaim 
with the hapless Squire, ‘‘ ‘Hues 8° aGovAws 
x’ akAews ONoAQuey,” for falling by the hand 
of the mighty, the light of our fame will 
surround us. We shall he “ pickled and 
preserved” among the trophies of his 
prowess ; and then, though we shall not be 
able to say, Exegi monumentum ere peren- 
nius, we shall at least have inscribed on our 
** four gray stones,” the less proud, indeed, 
yet still pleasing memorial, Neon omnis 
morur. - 


REPLY OF A DIVINE 


But I must leave the phrenologist to shift 
as he best may, and look to the charges 
which are to prove fatal to myself. 1 am 
accused of inconsistency: I reply, 1 ama 
man, and inconsistency is a part of my 
charter. Why, then, should Mr. Dermott 
quarrel with me, as if my inconsistency were 
an infringement of his patent? My first act 
of inconsistency is this ; 1 beg him to give 
some explanations, and yet I desire to hear 
no more of his “ sublime inanities.” In- 
consistent mortal that | was! to ask Mr, 
Dermott for explanations, and yet not de- 
sire to hear ‘‘ sublime inanities,” when I 
might have known so well, that, with him, 
these are just one and the same thing, and 
that it was impossible for him to give the 
one, without giving the other also. 

He has paid me for my inconsistency, 
however ; of the explanations which I 
asked, he has given nothing, while of the 
sublime inanities,”” which were not 
quired, he has treated us to a new edition, 
with additions and improvements. To his 
previous doctrines he now adds this, ‘‘ That 
it is rational to admit that the soul, ina 
future state, shall be responsible for the 
actions of the mind in the previous mate- 
rial existence, because it is a continuation of: 
the same individual’s existence, only in a 
different state or form.” Very rational, no 
doubt, that the soul should be responsible: 
for actions of which it had no knowledge, 
and over which it could exercise no control 
the actions of a mind with which it did not 
enjoy even a sensible co-existence. But as 
his theory, in its former shape, seemed to’ 
bear rather hard on the doctrine of human 
responsibility, this piece of rationality was 
necessary to remedy the defect. Iam glad 
that divines are guiltless of this rational 
doctrine ; and it is to be hoped that meta- 
physicians will take the hint, and modify 
their views of ‘* personal identity,” which 
this discovery of Mr. Dermott simplifies: 
wonderfully. 

But where is the explanation for which I 
was so anxious? He told us, that “ Bibles, 
revelations, ministers, religions,’’ are totally 
useless, as far as mind is concerned; and he 
told us that the soud has no actual or sensi- 
ble existence, till it is far enough beyond 
their reach. Leaving Bibles, revelations,: 
and religions to shift for themselves, 1 very 
naturally inquired what was to become of 
the ministers; what possible advantage the 
world could derive from the existence of 
that tithe-taking, benefice-hunting, mam- 
mon-loving, time-serving, beef-eating biped, 
a parson, who cannot, I humbly suppose, 
be of the slightest use to a soul which has 
no sensible existence in this world. This, 
he says, is a false deduction; but instead of 


showing that it is false, or by what possi- 
bility it can be avoided, he just pops me 
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into his mortar, and beats me biack and blue, 
nay, pounds me into paste, well knowing all 
the while, that I cannot imitate the worthy 
old philosopher, who, when undergoing a 
similar discipline, cried out, ‘* Work away, 
my lads, it is only the case of Anaxarchus 
that you are pounding; Anaxarchus himself 
is beyond your reach.’”” He knows very 
well that it is just Anaxarchus himself that 
he is so unmercifully mangling ; and then, 
when he has not left a whole bone in my 
body, he tells me that he has a very great re- 
verence for the clergy! That may be, but that 
is not the question. I did not ask him with 
what degree of reverence he may be pleased 
to honour the clergy, but what they are good 
for in this world. It would surely have 
been easier to answer this question, than to 
be at the trouble of giving me so remorseless 
a drubbing. Does he fancy that the world 
willnecessarily suppose ministers to be very 
useful beings, just because he is pleased to 
have a great reverence for them, nobody 
can guess why? Having paid for my cu- 
riosity, however, and hoping thet neither he 
nor any body else can answer my question, 
I shall make no farther inquiry on the sub- 


ject. 

“When ignorance is bliss, ’tis folly to 

be wise.” 

Another proof of my inconsistency is this: 
I have celebrated his opinions for their 
rarity, and yet have characterised them as 
trite. O rare! Let him consult a certain 
rare work, which is in every body’s hands, 
entitled, “* A Dictionary of the English 
Language, by Samuel Johnson,” and then 
he will know, what nobody else needs to 
consult a dictionary to learn. 

So much for my inconsistency. He has 
tried to fix upon me the guilt of two verbal 
inaccuracies, which could have done no good 
to his cause had he succeeded ; and the only 
result of the worthless attempt has been to 
show, that there may be some very simple 
matters which a very profound physiologist 
may have yet to learn. By the way, does 
not Mr, Dermott himself at times conde- 
scend to make some titubations of the kind 
that he charges on me? He calls my paper 
incomprehensibly inconsistent.” Very 
likely it is so; but will he have the good- 
ness to inform us by what means he deter- 
mines the consistency, or inconsistency, of 
that which is incomprehensible? It will 
make an addition to our canons of criticism, 
well worth all his physiological discoveries. 
This word-catching, however—this living 
on syllables, I willingly leave to Mr. Ver- 
mott, who, after all, does not seem to be 
very eminently qualified for it. Were I to 
draw out in array all his real, palpable, and 
glaring inconsistencies and inaccuracies, 
_ of expression, but of principle and opi- 

lon, 


« Adeo sunt multa, loquacem 

Delassare valent Fabium.” 

But this is not my design. 

I am also guilty of attempting to rob Mr, 
Dermott of his well-earned laurels, and he 
is very angry at me for supposing, that his 
opinions are not the result of his own dis- 
coveries. Truly, the supposition was natu- 
ral enough. If I meet aman loaded with 
nettles and hemlock, I naturally sup 
that the rope, in which he has them bundled, 
is his own, but that the weeds themselves 
he has picked up, where they grow in rank 
abundance, at any hedge side, If, however, 
he chooses to be angry with me for the sup- 
position, and insists upon it that they are all 
the produce of his own garden, I may won- 
der that he should keep a garden for such a 

urpose, but certainly will not quarrel with 
Cin about the proprietorship. Now I knew 
that most of Mr. Dermott’s opinions were 
just as common as the above-named weeds, 
and, therefore, I naturally supposed, that the 
‘* fustian bag” above was his own. He de- 
nies having collected them, however, and 
insists that they all ‘‘ spring solely from his 
own observation.”” May be so: it is a pity 
that so much good observation should be 
wasted to so little purpose. 

I am farther charged with making a state- 
ment that I cannot know to be true; for I 
accuse Bichat and Lawrence of drawing con- 
clusions which physiology does not sanc- 
tion, while I admit, in the same paper, that 
I know nothing of physiology! and, there- 
fore, cannot be supposed able to judge of 
the veracity of what I state. Marvellous 
presumption in me, no doubt. But is not 
Mr. Dermott himself, here sinning against 
logical orthodoxy, and (by no means for the 
first time) drawing a conclusion from 
mises which do not sanction it? If a man 
should tell me, that by means of physiology, 
orof all the —ologies put together, he can 
prove that the moon is made of green cheese, 
must I really take a regular course of all 
the —ologies, before I can be entitled to 
laugh at the absurdity ? Or, to take a some- 
what different course, must I i put a 
cheese-piercer in my pocket, and, borrows 
ing Astolpho’s griffin steed, if he be still 
fit for service, or, begging a friendly cast of 
Daniel O’Rourke’s eagle, take a trip to the 
moon, in order to ascertain, by actual ex- 
periment, whether she is made of green 
cheese or not?’ Mr. Dermott, with all his 
knowledge, might surely know this, that 
without knowing any thing of physiology, 
I may, nevertheless, very well know, that 
there ate some propositions which physi- 
ology cannot sanction ; and among these I 
have no hesitation in placing his proposi- 
tion with regard to the dormant state of the 
soul, Indeed, in deducing that proposition, 
he departs as widely from philosophy as he 
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does from theology. In proving the mate- 
riality of mind, 1 doubt not that he has 
erred, but no fault can be found with bis! 
method of proceeding. He has observed his _ 
facts, and then drawn his conclusion. That 
some inaccuracy has attended bis observa- 
tions, or that some paralogism bas crept 
into the reasonings by which he deduced his | 
conclusion, | cannot doubt; but still his 
method is fair and philosophical. But iu 
a the dormancy of the soul, how does 
e proceed? Physiology can tell him nothing 
about even the ersstence of the soul. This 
he learns from a different source of informa 
tion—the Bible, which tells him that there 
is a soul, and that that soul is a living, ac- 
tive, and improveable being. He takes one 
half of this information, and, admitting 
from the Bible that there is a soul, he con- 
cludes from physiology that the o/her half 
is incorrect, and that the soul is a non-sen- 
tient, dormant, and consequently, I supp 
an unimproveable being. Now in this he 
is guilty of a double error ; for, in the first 
place, if the Bible alone can tell us that the 
soul exists, then the Bible alone can tell us 
how, or in what state it exists. ‘T’o suppose 
the contrary, is the same error that the en- 
gineer would commit in physics, who should 
attempt to lead the stream higher than the 
fountain ; and, in the next place, while he 
deduces the dormancy of the soul from phy- 
siology, he has not produced the facts that 
prove it. I challenged him in my last to 
produce these facts. He could not help) 
seeing thisto be my meaning; but he does 
not like to say his catechism; he chooses, 
therefore, to be offended at the manner in 
which the question was put, and, calling it 
“low nonsense,” dismisses it. I now re- 
peat the question, and, with all due gra- 
vity, I challenge him to produce a single 
physiological fact, by which the dormancy 
of the soul can be legitimately proved. And 
he can have no pretence whatever for treat- 
ing this challenge with affected contempt ; 
for I place it in the pages of a journal in 
which it will meet the eye, not of hundreds, 
but of thousands of men, as deeply read in 
scientific lore as Mr. Dermott himself, and 
to whom the honours and the interests of 
science are not less dear than to him ; men 
who will not be slow to overwhelm the un- 
initiated intruder into scientific mysteries, 
by producing the facts, if such exist ; but | 
who, I doubt not, on the other hand, will not 
permit their souls to be reduced to the state | 
of a noventity in this world, either by the | 
dictum of Mr. Dermott, or by his allegation | 
of facts, the weight and the bearing of which, 
my professional habits do not enable me to | 
estimate. To them I willingly commit this | 
appeal, well assured, that as the volume of | 
Nature and the volume of Inspiration pro- 
ceed from the same Author, no real discre- 


zy will ever be detected between them, 
= that, on the contrary, the better “ 
are understood, the more clearly w 
their perfect harmony be seep. In the mean 
time, Mc. Dermott is guilty of coming to a 
conclusion which is directly in the teeth of 
one of these authorities, and which he has 
not shown to derive any support from the 


other. 


Do, my dear Sir, lend me your patience— 
I beg yours because my own is already 
flauuting in rags""—and I will trouble you 
no more on such an occasion ; but the cuta- 
logue of my iniquities is not yet full, And 
what, think you, is the crime of which I am 
next to be proved guilty? Nothing less 
than that of misrepresenting Mr. Dermott. 
This, one would naturally think to be an 
impossibility. His readers would, doubt- 
less, suppose that he might safely defy the 
most consummate master of language to 


, | place his opinions in a more ridiculous point 


of view than he himself has done; yet this 
pparent impossibility, it seems, I have 
had the wickedness to attempt, and the 
ability to accomplish, for thus saith Mr. 
Dermott :—“ Now for his honesty. He 
wishes to represent me as having stated, 
that ‘ material and spiritual things are-so 
different, that they cannot be existing in a 
state of association.’ No impartial person, 
who reads my paper, will suppose that this 
is the doctrine 1 inculcate; on the con- 
trary, | have affirmed the agg and 
the certainty of a co-existence, but deny a 


” 


sensible co-existence.” On this subject I 
feel some temptation to read him a lecture 
on the influence of creed upon conduct,—a 
tecture which, whether he has a soul or not, 
should make his body ache to the back- 
bone. He has both furnished me with a 
textand given me provocation to useit; but 
I forbear, and would merely warn bim to 
be more cautious for the future; it may not 
always be his fate to meet with so sparing 
an opponent. 

I charged him with saying, that material 
and spiritual things were so different that 
they could not associate. He says this is 
misrepresentation, because he maintained 
their—what? their association ?—No, but 
their co-existence, and that not a sensible co- 
existence. 1 beg again to refer him to the 
rare book, to which I have referred him 
already. Does he there learn that co-exist- 
ence and association are equivalent terms? 
That must be rather a Mezentian sort of 
association, which takes place between a 
living active body and a non-sentient dor- 
mant soul, which, till the body be dead, has 
no sensible existence—a kind of Castor and 
Pollux brotherhood, where the death of the 
one is essential to the life of the other. I 
beg to ask him, does the soul in any way 
affect, or is it ia any way affected by, the 
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body? If he answer this question in the} did not I expressly maintain, that man is a 
negative, then he denies their assuciation ;| cheese-eating animal ? 


for what association can that be which 


I am also accused of misrepresenting his 


takes place between two beings which no! motives. He should have said how, a where, 


more affect each other than if ‘neither ex- 
isted? If he answer this question in the 
affirmative, then it is obvious that the soul 
cannot be insensible, and the whole rickety 
fabric, formed of a heterogeneous mass of 
ill-assorted crudities, comes tumbling about 
his ears. Happily for him, when it does 
fall, there is neither a beam nor a stone in 
it of sufficient weight to crush a fly. 

I charged him with maintaining, that mat- 
ter and spirit do not associate, because, if 
he understood his own notions, (of which [ 
have very considerable doubt,) he must see 
that this position is essential to their ex- 
istence, and whether he had ever expressed 
it or not, must be attributed tohim. Let 
him admit the association of matter and 
spirit, and he must awake from his dream 

t the dormancy of the soul. 

I attributed to him this position, 
he has expressed it in the’strongest terms 
that he could find. Will it be believed, that 
the very man who accuses me of dishonesty, 
for attributing this notion to him, actually 
penned the following words Material 
and spiritual things cannot be existing in a 
state of intimate association, because they 
must be as different in nature as two ex- 
tremes can possibly be.” Something, be- 
sides the soul, must have been in a dor- 
mant state in him, when, in the face of this 
explicit declaration, he ventured to pro- 
duce the above-quoted sentence from my 
pes asa misrepresentation. have stated 

is opinions in his own language, as nearly 
as possible ; I wish he had done the same 
by me: this may be misrepresentation for 
any thing that I know, for not a few, in 
this scribbling generation, undertake to 
write who are but poorly furnished with the 
means of giving expression to their opi- 
nions; they ‘‘ mean not, but blunder round 
about a meaning.” If Mr. Dermott choose 
to occupy a place among this class of writers, 
that is no fault of mine ; in the present in- 
stance, he has expressed himself with suffi- 
cient clearness. 

And, after all his ing about my 
misrepresentation, what is the result? He 
neither does deny, nor dares deny, the opi- 
nion that I attributed to him, but tries to 
fix on me the stain of dishonesty, by an 
absurdity so gross, that one may charitably 
hope this is his first attempt of the kind, 
and that, from his signal failure, he may be 
induced to make it his last. 1 charge him 
with denying association. Oh, says he, this 
is dishonest, for I maintain an insensible co- 
existence. Icharge him with denying that 
man is a chalk-eating animal. What a past- 
saving rogue is this, quoth Mr. Dermott, for 


for 1 cannot recollect that I mentioned his * 
motives, nor would T even now undertake 
the task of guessing what they were. That 
he had motives for palming on the world 
some worn-out absurdities, in the shape of 
rare discoveries, must, I suppose, be taken 
for granted ; but what they were I cannot 
even conjecture ; and should any one at this 
moment lay his hand on Mr. Dermott’s pa- 

ts, and say, guorsum hec tam ida ? 
Pshould be obliged to own myself effectually 
puzzled. 

I am also guilty of personality, it seems. 
He is, of course, too dignified to reply to 
my personalities, but he declines even to 
offer any proof of their existence. Of in- 
consistency he has offered two examples— 
of misrepresentation one—examples which 
might make a figure in the annals of the 
wise men of Gotham ; but of personality, he 
produces none. I must therefore, not to be 
outdone by him in generosity, ingenuously 
cunfess the truth of the charge. I confess 
then, that when I represented Mr. Dermott 
as a wretch fitted, by his *‘ venom” and bis 
“« dirty splashings,” not only to associate 
with ‘‘ toads and frogs,” but to derive en- 
joyment from their society, and insinuated 
that he is a disgrace to his profession,— 
when | denounced him as destitute of con- 
sistency, of honesty, of meekness, kindness, 
and god-like grace, and as devoted to falsi- 
fication and misrepresentation, &c. &c.— 
when I decked him with these flowers of 
rhetoric, and garnished my language with 
the peculiar idioms of a certain nation which 
inhabit a particular region of I ondon, fur- 
nishing the tables of its inhabitants with 
some delicate dishes, and their style with 
sundry piquant embellishments,—when I 
did all this, I confess that I was taking a 
most ungenerous advantage of Mr. Dermott, 
who, by having published his name, is ne- 
cessarily precluded from the most distant 
approach to low personality or vulgar abuse, 
and is obliged, rigidly, to confine himself to 
fair argument, and to the use of such lan- 
guage as may become a gentleman, and a 
philosopher. Jf I have done this, then my 
apology must be, that it is the first time 
that ever either the paucity of my ideas, or 
the poverty of my language, compelled me 
to stoop so low, and it probably will be the 
last. It is some consolation too, that from 
the impstience which Mr. Dermott maui- 
fests at the supposed advantage, in this re- 
spect, which phrenologist and derive 
rom our “ cap of darkness,” we may, with- 
out breach of charity, suppose, that had he 
not incautiously laid his own “ ¢ap”’ aside, 
even he might have been tempted to use 
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language not greatly more fefined than that 
of which I have just given a specimen. Let 
him not then regret that publicity of his 
name wh@h has proved so wholesome a re- 
straint, and saved him from such a degra- 
dation ; and let him be assured, if euch lan- 
guage offend his delicacy, that should I ever 
find any composition of mine fringed and 
embroidered with such holiday terms, not 
even ‘* Fancy’s fondness for the ehild she 
bore,” shall redeem it from the flames. 
There is a certain proverb, addressed to 
people who live in houses of glass, which I 
would recommend to his serious consider- 
ation. 

He has read me a homily about what I 
shall find in the Bible ; I thank him for it, 
and hope to profit by it. Allow me to offer 
him a little advice in return, Let him learn 
to command his temper; he is extremely 
angry at me for twitting him with bad 
—— and poking hun with a doll sword, 

owing his illustration from some scene 
in King Jar, with which I am not ac 
quainted, having read only Shakspeare’s 
yey of that name. He has a singular taste. 
Vere 1 doomed to be twitted and poked, I 
should beg, above all things, that the jokes 
might be bad, and the sword dull ; and then, 
instead of putting myself into a passion 
upon the subject, | would just take the first 
leisure half hour that occurred, and amuse 
myself with reducing the dislocation of these 
hapless jokes, and giving some édge and 
int to the dull sword ; and then, having 
tted them for service, I would try to give 
my twitter and poker such a twitting and 
poking aswould, if possible, make him think 
it necessary, before he visited me with any 
more of his twittings and pokings, first to 
ascertain whether his own mail were girded 
with sufficient firmness. This, I humbly 
conceive, Mr. Dermott would find more 
leasant than to seize his club, and with one 
tious blow crush his opponent's head as 
flat as a pancake. 

He is angry too because I did not aseail 
him with grave argument. I really could 
not think of calling in the aid of serious 
reasoning, and still less of appealing to more 
sound authority in such acase. I could not 
think of breaking a lance, where to “‘ man a 
rush” seemed amply sufficient ; of ‘‘ break- 
ing a butterfly upon the wheel;” or of 
erecting a steam engine to drive a fly-flap. 
It appears to me that to take up his visions 
seriously would have 


‘* Resembled ocean into tempest wrought 
To waft a feather, or to drown a fly.” 
I recollect too a good old saying— 


Ridiculum acri 
Fortius et melius magnas plerumque se- 
cat res,” 


If he were of a different opinion, why did he 
not, instead of letting his anger get some- 
what the better of his discretion, just simply 
uce the facts which establish his views 
of the soul? How chop-fallen would the 
“« caster out of devils” then have been ! 

Let me advise him, too, to stick to his own 
profession; it is a noble one, and, if he 
mean to attain eminence in it, sufficient to 
occupy the whole man, aud the whole life of 
man. His ambition to enrich bis mind by 
the acquisition of extra-professional know- 
ledge, and to instruct divines how to read 
the Bible, I should, probably, be one of the 
last men in the world to repress; yet [ 
would remind him, that the Muses, though 
very fair and very fascinating, are, at the 
same time, very jealous old girls; and not- 
withstanding the vinculum and the cogna- 
tio, by which Cicero talks of their being 
united, I suspect they live in no great do- 
mestic harmony. Let him attach himself 
exclusively to one of them, and he will find 
his affection warmly repaid. She will un- 
lock for him her most sacred fountains, and 
will lead him to her most secret bowers ; 
she will enrich him with all her treasures, 
and will adorn him with all her honours ; 
but Jet him not forget, that there is hardly 
one among a hundred of her lovers in whom 
she will forgive the slightest flirtation with 
any of her sisters. 

t him attend to these hints, and then, 
I think, I may venture to promise him that 
success, to which, notwithstanding some 
present crudities, 1 hope he is capable of 
rising ; and which, notwithstanding the ma- 
lignity by which I must of necessity be 
actuated, I most cordially wish him. 

Mr. Editor, our worthy.friend Mr. Der- 
mott has laid himself so very invitingly 
open to the lash, that it was hardly in hu- 
man nature to resist the temptation to give 
him a little gentle titillation, by way of ad- 
monition. ‘To you, who now and then ap- 
ply the lash with inimitable dexterity and 
bone-peeling power, and who, by means of 
it, are razing out many a rotten opinion, I 
need not say, with how much more iatense 
severity it might, in this instance, have been 
applied. Having written these remarks, it 
follows, as a mere matter of course, that I 
should transmit them to you. You are, 
however, probably tired of the subject ; if 
so, then you may just toss this paper into 
your dunce's den, and leave Mr. Dermott to 
enjoy the triumph of having quashed the 
inconsistent, misrepresenting, and abusive 
parson, 
I am, your most obedient, 


M.D, 
Belford, June 25, 1829. 


P.S. While my pen is in my hand, I 
should like to ask, if any of your correspond- 
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ents can give a satisfactory account of the 
cause of the prevalence of smail- 
pox at present. I learn from the news- 
papers, that this disease prevails in many 
parts of the kingdom. In this place, after 
lingering for seme months among the chil- 
dren, who, in general, have got over it 
in a pretty easy way, it has broken out with 
@ virulence against which no previous pre- 
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sire to obtain applause by assuming the dis- 


coveries of others. 

It is, however, to be wondered at, that 
medical men would risk a detecti#n of 
their plagiarisms by copying authors whose 
works are in the libraries of almost every 
physician, I was led to these reflections by 
reading, in the 13th volume of the Medico- 
Chirurgical Transactions, the cases of hydro- 
phobia related by Dr. Gregory and Dr. A. 


paration @ppears to afford any adequate se- 
curity. My own theory, (at which your 
medical readers may probably laugh, and | 
welcome, for, for any thing that I know, it 
may be ridiculous enough,) is, that the vac- 
cine matter is not taken often enough from 
the animal. Does not the virus derive 
some modification from every constitution | 
into which it is introduced? And does it, 
not follow from this, that if the same matter 
pass from one patient to another, to the 
amount of fifty or a hundred, it no longer 
possesses its original character, nor can ex- 
ert its original influence? he subject, at 
least, has become sufficiently serious to call 
for the attention of the medical world. 


RABIES. 


T» the Editor of Tux Laxcer. 


Sirn,—The practice of some authors of 
claiming discoveries, theories, or useful re- 
marks as their own, which have been pre- 
viously published by others, is too common 
to admit of any dispute. Sometimes these 
plagiarisms are difficult to detect, owing to 
their being founded upon the labours of 
writers in the dead languages, whose works 
are seldom read, or to their being taken from 
others who are only partially known. Some- 
times writers have, with unblushing and fear- 
less bolduess, published whole pages, or parts 
of volumes, written by men long since deceas- 
ed, as original. Thus Dr. Ferriar detected 
Sterne’s thefts from Burton’s Anatomy of 
Melancholy, and other authors ;* and La- 
voisier has been proved to be indebted to 
Dr. Rey, of Perigord, for the knowledge of 
the true cause of the increase of weight 
which metals acquire by the action of fire. 
Believing what he says in his defence, one 
might say, he was anticipated by Rey ; ne- 
vertheless, his anxiety to conceal the know- 
ledge of Rey’s work, is evinced by his omit- 
ting to. mention it, when be published his 
Elements of Chemistry, in 1789; that is, 
twelve years after Rey’s pamphlet (first 
published in 1630) had been reprinted in 
Paris. Lavoisier’s conduct, with respect to 
Dr. Priestley's discovery of oxygen, is also 
familiar to all chemists,+ and showed his de- 


+ See Quarterly Journal of Science, &c., 
vol. xi. 


Thomson. Dr. Gregory, in the obser- 
vations annexed to the case of George San- 
dell, says,—‘ It is impossible to avoid asso- 
ciating together, the sore throat which cha- 
tracterised the early period, the dread of 
water which indicated its confirmed stage, 
and the peculiar appearance about the throat, 
which was demonstrated upon dissection, 
These phenomena tend to the conclusion, 
thet the symptoms which give name to the 
disease, are directly dependent upon some 
form of inflammatory action in the larynx 
and pharynx, and that the nosological situ- 
ation of hydrophobia, is the genus cynanche.” 
Now, will any one believe, that Dr. Gre- 

could have been ignorant of the fact, 
that Dr. Mead, long since, was so struck 
with the general appearance of the affection 
of the throat in this disease, that he said it 
ought rather to be called dvcxararocis, a 
difficulty of swallowing, than d8popo6ia, a 
dread of water. ‘There was less reason for 
Dr. Gregory attempting to impress us with 
this theory as his own, because it is not 
correct, the symptom of a dread of water 
being by no means constant in the disease, 
as he may be convinced, by referring to the 
inaugural dissertation of Dr. Mease, which 
was published iu Philadelphia, in the year 
1792, and reprinted, with large additions, 
by Dr, Lettsom, in London, in the year 
1793. In this work, Dr. Mease refers to 
humerous cases, in which patients, labour- 
ing under the disease, drank water, and. 
other fluids, either at intervals or through 
its whole course, and hence objected to the 
propriety of the name hydrophobia, Be- 
sides its want of constancy, he shows, that 
when the horror of fluids does occur, it de- 
pends entirely upon the affection of the 
throat, and, being merely a symptom of a 
symptom, it has no right to give a name to 
the disease. 

Dr. Thomson says, page 319,—‘ I will 
hazard the following conjecture: that the 
virus remains dormant, in the part where it 
is deposited by the tooth of the rabid ani- 
mal, until a certain state of habit renders 
the nerves in its vicinity susceptible of its 
influence, and, this being communicated, a 
morbid action is begun in these nerves, and 
extended to the respiratory nerves, which 
induce the whole train of symptoms con- 
Btituting the disease.” 


The idea of the virus remaining in the 
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bitten part, is equally void of originality with 
Dr. Gregory's theory respecting the dread 
of fluids depending upon the affection of the 
throst, for it was first mentioned by Dr. 
Mease, who, after disproving the common 
opinion of the absorption of the virus, says, 
(p. 71, Lond. edit.) The poison, as ex- 
isting in the saliva, when inserted by a 
wound into a part of the body, lies dormant 
for some time, and at length, at various 
riods in different persons, begins to show 
its effects on the system at large.”” He had 
previously given his opinion ‘* of the ope- 
ration of the poison on the nerves,” but 
does not claim it as his own, having quoted 
several authors who had supported a similar 
theory. He defends it by “ the striking 
analogy subsisting between the disease and 
other nervous diseases, particularly tetanus,” 
and by the fact, that ‘* persons have under. 
gone general diseases, and the operation of 
general remedies, subsequent to the bite, 
aid yet the virus has shown its effects 
afterwards on the system.”—P.74. 
- The pathology of the disease, as given 
Dr. Thomson, is clearly taken from the 
hints in the Treatise on Hydrophobia by 
Dr. Reid, of Dublin,* who is not noticed, 
and from Mr. Webster’s dissection, record- 
ed in the Medico-Chirurgical Review for 
October, 1817, to which he refers. It is 
but just to add, that the finely-coloured 
plates of Dr. Thomson prove the spinal 
nature of the disease. Asa means of pre- 
vention, Dr. Thomson recommends the 
application of cupping glasses before the 
excision of the bitten part, a practice lately 
revived by Dr. Barry, and on other autho- 
rities, be useful ; at all events, 
there can be no objection to them, although 
it is clear, that if the teeth of the dog have 
penetrated deeply, there will be not much 
reason to suppose, that cups will have 
much effect on the virus. But I cannot 
permit to pass without remark, the reason 
given by one of his authorities for their ap- 
plication, and the addition of ** deep and 
numerous scarifications.”” I allude to the 
late Mr. John Hunter, who is quoted as say- 
ing, ‘‘ Judging from the anelogy of some 
other poisons, the greater quantity that is 
conveyed into the blood, the more violent 
will the effect be: good, therefore, might 
arise from lessening the quantity.” It is 
strange that such a position should be re- 
ceived at this late day. I donot know to 
what poisons Hunter refers, but every me- 
dical man of experience knows, that this 
does not hold good in cases of the virus of 
the small-pox, syphylis, or that of a rabid 
animal, which will as certainly produce 
their appropriate diseases, whether a larger 
or smaller quantity be introduced. into the 


Dablin, 1817, pp- 91, 95. 


- sage provided it be disposed to take on 
e peculiar actions they severally excite, 
As regards the canine virus, no fact ia me- 
dicine is better established, than that the 
speedy, or late operation of it, is not in the 
least connected with the quantity inserted, 
As to “ deep scarifications,”’ the danger is, 
as pointed out by Mr, Gilman, in his prize 
essay, that of the knife entering a sound part, 
after being contaminated by the virus. I 
have no doubt that from this cause many of 
the cases which have occurred, notwith- 
standing these scarifications, have arisen. 


A much better preventive remedy is that | 


long since recommended by the late Dr, 
Haygarth, of Chester, viz., a continued 
stream of water on the bitten part from the 
mouth of a tea-kettle. As a general remedy, 
Dr. Thomson recommends mercury, ‘ from 
the success which appears to have attended 


its employment by continental practition-” 


ers, and in India by Mr. D. Johnson.” 
But if Dr. Thomson had been familiar 
with the history of the disease, he would 
have known that is not deservin 
of the least attention. The cases trea 
by Mr. D. Johnson might not have appeared, 
even if no remedy had been used, for it is 
well known, that not one of many persons 
bitten become diseased. Dr. Meuse ( 
106) ascribes the failure of mercury to t 
different periods which intervene between 
the bite and the attack, and the consequent 
impossibility of knowing how long it may 
be necessary to give it. Even upon Dr, 
Thomson's own ground, (which he thinks 
is original,) of the virus being confined to 
the part in which it is first inserted, until it 
begins to operate, it is clear, that mercury, 
as a preventive, can do no good, for a gene- 
ral remedy can only act upon a general dis- 
ease. But, finally, Dr. Hamilton has fully 
proved, that some of the “‘ continental prac- 
titioners,” referred to by Dr. Thomson, and 
many others in England, have given mer- 
cury, and some of them for a long time, 
without preventing the disease.* 

Dr. Thomson condemns bleeding as a 
cure for the disease, on the authority of some 
cases of its failure, which he cites; but he 
is inaccurate in saying, that in the one treat- 
ed by Mr. Ballingall, in India,t fainting took 
place, and that ‘‘ in five other cases which 
came within his (Mr. B.’s) knowledge, the 
patients were bled ad deliguium animi, 
without any benefit.” Mr. Ballingall says, 
that by the loss of 40 ounces of blood, * ex- 
cessive languor and faintness were pro- 
duced,” but no actual deliquium ensued, 
He mentions no other case in which bleed- 


* Hamilton on the Hydrophobia, vol. i. 
p- 183. London, 1798. 
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MR, PROWSE ON EXTRACTION OF TEETH. 


ing was tried. Now, Dr. Shoolbred ex- 
pressly insists upon the necessity of actual 
inting from bleeding to cure the disease, 
and it is a fact, that in the few cases in | 
which a cure has been asserted to have been | 
made by it, this effect was produced by the | 
loss of different quantities of blood. I allude 
to one recorded by Mr, Wynne, of Shrews- 
, in the year 1812, and to the two cases 
cured by Dr. Shoolbred and Mr. Tymon, in 


India. I do not assert that bleeding, even | pr 


when carried to this extent, will always 
cure; on the contrary, we know that al- 
though fainting was produced, it has failed 
in England and in India, but still, if used, 
it ought to be made to cadse this effect, 
without which, Dr. Shoofbred says, it will 
not succeed; our books of medicine are 
full of cases in which large quantities of 
blood were taken away, without the occur- 
rence of that symptom, and yet death en- 
sued. Dr. Thomson has bimself referred to 
some of them. 
Mepicus. 


EXTRACTION OF TEETH. 


To the Editor of Tur Lancet. 
*€ The creature’s at his dirty work again.” 


Srr,—If my opponent, at page ed your 
present volume, expects to put me down 
unqualified assertion, ‘‘ or unblushing ef 
frontery,”’ let him rest assured that he has 
mistaken his man. Although I do not wish 
to have the last word in this controversy, 
yet, in justice to myself, it would not be 
Tight to pass silently over his unjustifiable 
remarks. IfI decline accepting, in a direct 
manner, his challenge, it should not, as the 
sequel will show, be attributed to any want 

materials in support of my opinions, but 

a want of csotivass in himself, for 1 am 
free to confess, that I should rate very low 
the veracity of a man who, to support his 
own notions of a question, has nerve enough, 
without a shadow of justice, to impugn the 
motives, misquote the words, and pervert 
the meaning of his adversary. It is false 
to assert that I intended to mystify ; neither 
is it just to infer my ignorance of the sub- 
ject im question, because I had not, like 
himself, the vanity to assume superiority of 
knowledge. He was not called illiberal for 
promulgating or defending his opinions, but 
for his detraction of other persons. 1 can 
easily afford to laugh to scorn his irony and 
impadence, because ‘‘ my withers are un- 
wrung” by them. Having dismissed, in a 
summary way, what seems to have been de- 
signed to dazz'e, rather than convince his 


opponent, let us now examine one or two of 


his arguments, and, in turn, the ‘ profun 
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dity of his reasoning,” which were more 
particularly intended to press against my 
positions. After asserting that my first con- 
lusion is y to general experience, 
instead of meeting it by legitimate argu- 
ment, he affects to be witty, and tries to get 
rid of it by ridicule ; but ridicule, not being 
4 test of truth, often defeats itself, and, ac- 
cordingly, his attempt is ridiculous enough, 
for he talks of attributing my success to 
eternatural instead of supernatural in- 
flueuce. He makes ver light work of the 
next conclusion; indeed his argument and 
his means are as/ ‘‘ light as air,” for what I 
have called the after part of the operation, 
and which often requires considerable ma- 
nual dexterity, he would have us believe 
can be effected by “ no surprising stretch 
of the intellectual powers.” Mark it well, 
Sir, he can, according to his own account, 
lift a tooth out of its socket by means of 
the intellectual powers. O most dexterous 
tooth-drawer! © most profound logician ! 
The key, he says, ** is most decidedly safe.” 
This he should have proved, for it is the 
principal matter in dispute. The same 
might bave been said with as much plausi- 
bility of the forceps. ‘The forceps is stated 
to be “‘ liable to failure, and to serious ac- 
cidents.” Is not the key liable to failure, 
and are not teeth frequently broken by it? 
I never saw a sgrious accident happen from 
the use of the forceps, but I have in my 
possession a portion of the lower jaw, con- 
sisting of its whole depth and thickness, and 
two inches in. length, which was broken off 
by a practitioner of London while using the 
key. His attack upon my evidence would, 
if 1 felt the smart of it, ‘‘ be the unkindest 
cut of all;”’ but, fortunately for me, the 
sense of feeling is a sterling sense. The 
dupe or the rogue, the fool or the philoso- 
pher, can, if he feel any pain, without hesi- 
tation say whether it be much or little ; so 
that the testimony of my patient remains 
untouched. In the same paragraph with the 
last-mentioned objection, there is some bal- 
derdash about ‘ dupes,” ‘* filthy lucre,” 
and “‘ all that sort of thing ;” but even this, 
and much more, would not induce me to 
believe that the writer, although he affects 
to treat the needful so disdainfully, is in 
the habit of extracting teeth gratuitously. 
It was because ‘* the difficulty of loosening 
a tooth increases with the divergency of the 
fangs” that the diagrams were particularly 
noticed by me, the key being represented as 
fixed upon a conical tooth as well as the for- 
ceps. The key is an extremely powerful 
instrument, and owing chiefly to the diree- 
tion, or form of the tooth, rendering whet 
is commonly called a good purchase upon it 
impracticable, its great power is often un- 
avoidably misapplied. If teeth, like nails, 
were flexible, this objection would not lie 


ke on f 

| me- 

the 

u the 

er 18, 

prize 

part, 

s. | 

ny of 

n. 3 

that 

Dr, 4 

nued 4 

the 

edy, 

from 

nded 

ition-" 

niliar 

vould 

rvin 

ared, 

it is 

ween 

juent 

D. 

ed to 

ntil it 

nes 

1 dis- 

fully 4 

mer- j 

time, 

as a 

some 

ut he 

treat- 

took : 

vhich 

, the 

says, 

* ex. 4 

| 

Ace 

bleeds 

vol. i. 

ol. xi. 4 

| 


462 MR. HEATON ON 


against the use of it. Taking int» account 
these, and other similar circumstances, you, 
Sir, cannot be surprised that | am still per- 
tinacious enough to maintain my opinions. 
For the information of those persons who 
have felt auy interest in this controversy, 
and also to show how far my practice sup- 
ports my opinion, herewith you will receive 
a faithful statement of fifty-four successive 
operations, performed with the forceps, since 
the publication of my last paper, and veritied | 
by the signature of my pupil, Mr. Wade, the 
majority of which were witnessed, and some | 


RABIES IN A PIG. 


of the yard, there was a mad pig: thither I 
repaired, when I was informed by its 
owner, that the animal had been bitten 
about three weeks before, by a strange yn 
which had passed through the yard, 

was, at the time by those who saw it, de- 
clured to be mad; the dog appeared to be 
greatly alarmed, and proceeded with swift- 
ness ; it was afterwards seen, for the last 
time, in some ficlds at the outskirts of the 
town. From the statement of the man, it 
would appear that, on the morning of the 
day previous to that on which I saw the pig, 


of them performed, by him. The teeth will | the animal began to exhibit symptoms of 
be inclosed to you, Sir, in the same parcel, oppression at the precordia; to this suc- 
when you will have an opportunity of ob-| ceeded, gradually, inability to stend, fearful 
serving, that some of them are very much |ecries, and general uneasiness when dis- 


excavated, some spreading wide, and some 
crooked in the fangs. In order to meet 
every objection, all except molar teeth were 
passed by, and those only noted down which 
were firm/y sez in their sockets. ‘This latter 
fact is confirmed by the general appearance 
of the fangs themselves, there being no 
signs of disease upon them. Out of the 
fifty-four operations three ouly were failures, 

it was particularly observed, that the 
teeth in two of them were composed of that 
semitransparent substance which may be 
easily broken. 

In conclusion, Sir, I beg to disclaim all 
improper motives ia this business, and to 
tell my opponent, that I am not an implaca- 

om, Sir, yours respectful 
am, uly, 
Prowse. 

Bristol, June 23, 1829. 

TEETH 
Sent to the editor........+. 45 
‘Taken away by the patients.. 6 
Broke 


54+ 


I believe the above statement to be cor- 


rect. 
Eowarp Wave 


RABIES IN A PIG, 


To the Editor of Tuk Lancer. 


Sin,—Having read with no less sorrow 
than interest the case of Edwards, recorded 
by Mr. Brady, together with the remaris 
thereon by Mr. Youatt, in your journal, | 


turbed, foaming at the moutl:, a disposition 
to eat whatever lay in its way, ke. At six 
o'clock in the sfternoon of the second day 
I first saw it covered with straw, and appa- 
rently quiet, until the rattling of the sneck 
of its door seemed to aweken the most 
painful apprehension, and its mental agony 
(assuming Mr. Dermott’s theory) seemed 
lalmost insufferable. The sense of sight 
|seemed no less acute than that of hearing, 
which was manifested by the animal’s con- 
vulsive efforts to hide even its head beneath 
the straw; this accomplished, it became 
somewhat tranquil; it was constantly de- 
vouring its own excrement, litter, &c.; its 
eyes hed the suspicious glare of those of a 
phrenitic patient, its breathing was preter- 
naturally quick, and its efforts to stand 
wholly abortive. In this state it continued 
uwo hours, when half a pict of train oil wos 
attempted to be poured into its mouth, the 
greater part being wasted, and the avimal 
instantly expired. I regret that the ap- 
proaching night, and the man’s desire to bury 
the carcass, restricted the post-mortem ex- 
amination, which went to show that 
upon the division of the costal cartilages, the 
lungs protruded, as if too large for the ca- 
vity of the thorax; and being cut into, 
poured forth a frothy mucus, resembling ia 
colour and consistence soap lather; the 
stomach and duodenum were filled with the 
matters above described to have been 
eaten, not, however, impacted, probably 
owing to the premature death, I have 
little doubt, from the symptoms, that had 
the exomination gone so far, the vessels 
of the brain and spinal chord would have 
been found injected. The splash of water 
certainty caused great disquietude, but in- 


am induced to think that the following tonto jews us noise of any sort produced 
may not be uninteresting to some of your similar effects, it is doubt/ul whether aver- 
readers, at least so far as they yo to corro- | sion to fluids existed, and yet the circum- 
borate the statement of the latter gentle- stance of death instantly following the oil- 
man, that the animal’s devouring its own draught, would warrant the belief that 
feces is decidedly characteristic of rabies. | spasm of the muscles of deglutition, with the 
. About a month ago, while visiting a pa- | temporary closure of the glottis, occasioned 


tient, I was told that ic a sty, at the bottom j suffocation and death. Any neighbouriog 
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INQUESTS.—FARMING PARISHES. 


presticicnse wishful for further information, 
shall have pleasure in referring to the 
owner of the pig. 
our obedient servant, 
Hearon, M.R.C.8. 


Tickhill, June 29, 1829, 


NON-MEDICAL CORONERS. 


To the Editor of Taz Lancer. 


Srr,—The necessity for coroners 
ing medical acquirements is daily receiving 
additional confirmation, and that none may 
be wanting, it is the duty of the profession 
to offer all the information they possess ; 
this will, perhaps, excuse me for troubling 
you with the following case as an example. 

About November, 1828, an old watchman 
was assaulted in the neighbourhood where I 
reside ; he received some contusions on the 
head, which were attended to by a medical 
man, and from them he speedily recovered. 
I believe he resumed his duties as one of 
the guardian angels of the night, and in the 
pursuit of his amiable avocation, and his 
favourite dram-drinking, his health became 
seriously affected. In the following March 
I saw him, and assured his friends his re- 


covery was impossible; in a few weeks my 
iction was verified, A carefully con- 


ucted -mortem examination, afforded 
abundant preofs that his death could not be 
attributed to the injuries received five 
months before ; for, in addition to the usual 
evidences of long-continued intemperance, 
his lungs presented several varieties of the 
effects of old and oft-repeated inflammation— 
such as firm adhesions of the pleura, three 
stages of hepatisation, chronic bronchitis, 
and tubercular excavations. 

On this man an inquest was held ; I and a 
friend bore testimony to the facts related 
above, yet did the jury return a verdict of 
“ manslaughter.” A bill ofindictment was 
presented to the grand jury for the county 
of Middlesex, which they immediatel rejeet- 
ed when my evidence was heard. ‘Yo try 
the accused person would be, however, a 
nice job, and by a process J am unacquainted 
with he was tried at the Old Bailey, and, of 
course, acquitted directly I gave my evi- 
dence ; indeed, the Recorder stopped the 
case, and desired his acquittal. 

Thus was the county put to the expense 
of a prosecution which it ought to have been 
spared, as the result must have been fore- 
seen, 

I remein, Sir, 
Your very obedient servant, 
4. 
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REMUNERATION TO MEDICAL WITNESSES. 


To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 


Srrx,—Can you or any of your numerous 
readers inform me, whether a regularly edu- 
cated medical man, a member of the College, 
&c., who is called to the ease of a drowned 
person, uses every meens to restore to life 
the said drowned person, and afterwards is 
obliged to attend the inquest upon the body; 
whether this medical man is not entitled by 
law to some remuneration? In asking the 
question, I speak feelingly, having been 
called to several cases of this kind, and, in- 
deed, 1 was called up in the middle of the 
night to one, only the early part of this 
week. 

I remain, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
Horatio Cottman. 
6, London Terrace, Hackney Road, 
June 27th, 1829. 


Such is the disgraceful state of the law 
regarding the medical profession, that a me- 
dical man, thus circumstanced, cannot le- 
gally recover compensation for his time and 
trouble !—Ep. L. 


PARMING COUNTRY PARISURS. 
Os exea ppeow now axooua Te, WoALa 
T€, non. 


To the Editor of Tur Lancer. 


_ Sir,—A letter on this subject appeared 
in the pages of your jouraal of last week, 
written by an individual who designates him- 
self a member of the R, C. S., and to which 
he has appended the signature of X. In 
the letter in question, the writer unjusti- 
fiably animadverts upon the practice of 
country surgeons, the evident design of 
which is, to hold up to the ridicule and con- 
tempt of the public, and those members of 
the profession whose business in London and 
other large places prevents them being ac- 
quainted with the state of a country prac- 
tice, their more humble couutry brethren, 
whose necessitous circumstances oblige them 
to undertake the care of paupers and others 
on rather disadvantageous terms, and to de- 
pict them a3 a body of men of the most des- 
picable and deg te kind, and totally 
unworthy of the confidence of the public. 
It can be plainly seen, that his egotistical 
tirade emanates from no other motive than a 
malignant aud splenetic feeling ; his vindic- 
tive railing is evidently intended (by all the 
ingenuity inventive calumny can suggest) to 
brand an honourable body of men with ob- 
loquy and disgrace ; oul I siucerely lament 
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vour intelligent columas should be tarnished | 


such palpable misreprese 

It is a well known fact, that ‘* parishes 
in the country are let to those persons who) 
will undertake to attend the paupers of 
them at the lowest salary ;” but they are, 
in most instances, taken by men of respecia- 
bility, and surgeons in good practice, solely 
with the view of preventing other practi- 
tioners from settling near them, and many of 
them at the paltry stipend of 8/. or 104. per 
annum ; but very rarely (as your correspond- 
ent insinuates) are they entrusted to the 
care of persons unacquainted with the du- 
ties of the profession, or otherwise ignorant 
of the requisite information, and whom your 
shrewd and penetrating communicant has 
dignified by the appellation of “ ignorant 
wretches, who feel neither repugnance nor 
remorse in trifling with human life.” 

Your Xcellent correspondent states, that 
even @ slight nomenclature of drugs, and 
merely marking the door with the word 
surgeon, are a sufficient passport to insure a 
respectable grade in society for those « har- 
Jatans, as he is facetiously pleased to term 
country practitioners, whether from his con- 
summate ignorance of any other term, or to 
satisfy a malignant and personal pique he 
may entertain against them, I will leave to 
his own deliberation and reflection. 

In the same unwarrantable strain of in- 
vective, he states, that those “ poor wretches, | 
who are compelled to apply to these mis-| 
ereants, are pitiable in the extreme, and 
that there is nothing to equal or to be com- | 
pared with the melancholy results of their, 
misapplied means.” This may do well to) 
satiate the pride, or please the consummate 
vanity of the London hospital surgeons, 

whose manual dexterity has so often called 
h your critical flagellation,) but I appeal 
to every one at all competent to judge of the. 
merits and demerits of the members of the | 
profession, whether there does, or has at) 


URGERY. 
this, what can be expected from them, 


when they have such lucid examples, as 
are every day shown in perambulating the 
wards of our metropolitan hospitals, and 
eleemosynary establishments? Can their 
blunders, I ask, exceed the cases lately ex- 
posed by you of flint in the knee joint, litho- 
tomy, &c., which charity forbids us to en- 
large upon ? 

I regret to engross so much of your valu- 
able time, by extending my remarks so far, 
but the importance of the cause will, I trust, 
plead my excuse ; and I lament that your 
correspondent can select no other class on 
whom he can vent his spleen, and shoot the 
shafts of his malevolence; and, I trust, in 
justice to that respectable class, whose re- 
putation I have faintly endeavoured to vin- 
dicate, you will give this a corner in your 
widely circulated and impartial journal. 

I am, Sir, 
Yours 


. M, A, 
London, June 25th, 1829, 


SOUND CHIRURGICAL. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancet. 


Str,—I was much amused with your 
correspondent’s (X, from Norfolk) just de- 
scription of the effects of ignorance and 
want of professional knowledge in ish 
and club doctors, so called. It would have 
been well if he had extended his remarks to 
town practice, or, at least, to the surgeons 
of a certain i ry ; be would there find 
an extensive field of villanous practice, and 
damnable doctrines for comment. Had he 
attended this emporium of good surgery, he 
would have had opportunities of seeing (by 
one surgeon) the iris transtixed in the ope- 
ration for depression of the lens, a healthy 


cay pent | testicle removed as a remedy for hydrocele, 


dom, men of so worthless and abandoned a 
cast; and IT am sure country surgeons will | 
bear me out in denying, that there ever did, | 
or can, at this moment, be found, men of 
any thing like the description he would ob- 
trude upon the public. 

Your correspondent next enters into a 
detail of tho blunders they are in the daily 
habit of committing ; mistaking one disease 
for another, treating inflammation wit! sti- 
mulants, not being capable of distingu'shing 
a dislocation from a case in which no such 
accident exists, confusing enlarged glands 
with hernial tumours, &c. 

Really we should be credulous in believ- 
ing, that the medical men of the country 
are less cultivated in a knowledge of their 


|and the wonderful results of honey and digi- 


talis as an external application for diseased 
joints; by another star he would have seen 
a case of ophthalmia discharged as cured 
with total loss of sight: this magnanimous 
hero has openly declared, whilst haggling in 
an operation, that five or ten minutes’ delay 
is not worth consideration. The third lumi- 
nary, more modest and conscientious, trusts 
his patients chiefly to the care of his friends ; 
he generally manages to see them once in 
three weeks. Feeling that these circum- 
stances call for publicity, I shall be obliged 


by their insertion, 
And am, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
Expositor. 


age than a horde of Hottentots, or 
orth American Indians; but granting 


Derby, June 25, 1829. 
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THE LANCET. 
London, Saturday, July 11, 1829. 


A rresn attempt has been made, within 
the last few days, to foist upon the public 
another Cuarity Jos. Camberwell was the 
scene of action on this occasion, and a report 
of the proceedings will be found at page 
four-hundred and sixty-seven of our present 
Number. It will be seen that the scheme 
of the jobbers, owing to the honesty, intelli- 
gence, aud public spirit of the inhabitants, 
was completely exposed and defeated. The 
medical practitioners of the neighbourhood, 
fully aware of the pernicious consequences 
resulting from dispensary and infirmary 
practice, bestirred themselves and their 


friends, and crushed the threatened evil in! 


its bud. The object of the meeting was sup- 
ported by only two persons connected with 
the medical profession, and whether they be 
Duss, or of the Rhubarb Hall Company, we 
know not; but, certainly, the names of Ep- 
warp Bean, and Enwarp Fow er Bray, 
do not appear in the list of Memzens of the 
Royal College of Surgeons. Notwithstand- 
ing this omission, they may be, and are, for 
aught we know to the contrary, very re- 
spectable individuals. That they have some 
ingenuity, there can be no doubt; and this 
is the season of the year when the energies 
of Beans are characterised by more than 
usual activity. In fact, this is the season 


- when they are thrust before the faces of all 


classes of the community, to the great aver 
sion of many it must be confessed, and, in_ 
deed, to the distaste of all, unless accom- 
panied by certain spices and garnishes, 
but more especially with an article of Jewish 
abhorrence, strongly eulogised by Mr. Cob- 
bett in his Cottage Economy. Now al- 
though the soil of Camberwell is rich and 
deep, it appears to be incapable of impart 
ing to the vegetable we have just named, o 
finer flavour, or a more agreeable verdure 
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than it acquires elsewhere, In a word, the 
Beans of Camberwell, like all other beans, 
appear to be valueless without the swinish 
accompaniment. The Beans of Camberwell 
are aware of this unpleasant fact; and, in 
order to render themselves more sighily and 
palatable to their purchasers and neigh- 
bours, are very desirous of being united with 
a fine junk of fat Bacon, misnamed a dis- 
pensary. ‘* Charity begins at home,” said 
the Beans of Camberwell: “ in remember- 
ing the condition of the poor, we must not 
be unmiadful of our own.” The poor did 
theysay? Oh,no! ‘The requisition states 
that this dispensary is to be established for 
the relief of the middling classes of so- 
ciety. Impudence and quackery! Yes, these 
dispensaries are nothing less than decoys to 
the middling classes; but, unhappily, to 
the lower classes of society, they are instru- 
ments of experiment, negligence, and de- 
struction. ‘he picklers of the bacon knew 
well the bait they intended to prepare for 
the ‘* middling classes of society,” and the 
thousands they expected to allure by -it. 
Really, dispensaries are such open frauds 
and impositions, that we are astonished the 
public has not had sufficient sagacity to 
see their true character ; but our surprise is 
much greater, when we reflect on the su- 
piueness with which these increasing evils 
have been looked upon by the mass of the 
profession. Can a subscriber toa dispen- 
sary be so stupidly ignorant, as to believe 
that a sick person will receive proper medi- 
cal attention and medicines during a year, for 
the sum of one guinea? For the rule of dis- 
pensaries is, that a subscriber of one guinea 
annually, may constantly have the name ofa 
patient on the books for a whole year. What 
is the charge to a subscriber himself if Le 
be ill? A guinea is gone in a single day, 
and often much more. Is there not imposi- 
tion, then, somewhere? Why, no,—it may 
be answered,—the medical officers of dis- 
pensaries are so very charitable, that they 
make up every deficiency by the sacrifice of 
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their own time and money. Or, on the other | ral, now look upon every surgical bill which 
hand, the subscriber may believe, that the | contains adequate charges for time, trouble, 
practitioner who has charged a guinea a day | and medicine, as an imposition. Only a day 
for his medicine and attendance, is the real/or two since, a charge, made by a highly 
impostor ; and here it is that the dispensa- | respectable practitioner, of four pounds some 
‘ries and infirmaries, while they are destroy- | shillings, for attendance and medicines, sup- 
‘ing the poor, are also reducing to beggary | plied to a pauper during a period of nearly 
and ruin the great mass of the deserving | six weeks, was deemed a most unreasonable 
‘portion of the profession. We say without /demand by the overseers of Bloomsbury 
hesitation, destroying the poor ; for it is no-| parish. Yet nothing could have been more 
“torious to the profession, that the majority | reasonable. Had there been a dispensary 
of the Duns and pretended surgeons who | in the parish in which the pauper resided, 
hold the offices in infirmaries and dispen-|the surgeon would have lost his patient. 
saries, are the most ignorant of impostors, | Thus in every way do these dispensaries end 
and that they obtain their places by shuf-|infirmaries work the ruin of the profes- 
fling and knavery. The manner in which}sion, The practices of these institutions 
‘the poor are treated by some of these charity- | have taught the public to look upon me- 
mongers is truly horrible. We know of}dicines and attendance as almost worth- 
‘one fellow who contrived, some time back, less, seeing that they are bestowed upon a 
to get himself elected to a large dispensary, | patient at a charity, without any inter- 
although, up to the period of his election, | mission duting a whole year, for the sum 
‘he had not performed a single surgical ope-|of one guinea; and they look, therefore, 
ration worthy of being called an operation— | upon a demand for a proper remuneration, 
‘who knew no more of medicine than the desk | with indignation and disgust, hence they 
‘on which we are now writing—the extent of | change their medical attendants with the 
whose charity and benevolence may be ap- | phases of the moon. The members of the 
preciated by the fact, that he openly con- | medical profession are, accordingly, in a fair 
terids for ‘‘ the propriety of a man’s cutting | way of doing well. The higher classes re- 
the throats of his newly-born infants if he | gard them as impostors, and the “ middling 
consider that he has too many children, and | classes” are supplied gratuitously with medi- 
has not a fair prospect of maintaining them ;”’| cines and attendance by quacks, fools, and 
and who once, for the ‘‘ sake of charity,” |knaves. Have the public forgotten the 
treated a blind woman with ulcerated legs, | manner in which the Ophthalmic Infirmary 
in a way which we will not now state. This | in Moorfields was established by Dr. Fanne 
‘is a pretty fellow to hold an important office | and Dick Barrzey, for their “ good friend” 
‘in a charitable institution. But the sub-|Sauxpers—the way in whieh the thing 
scribers to his charity and the public shall | was upheld by the infamous medical press 
know more of the monster before we have | of that day—the support the secret opera- 
done with him. Such a man must be 4/torreceived from the heads of the profession? 
‘truly kind and humane attendant on the poor, | Our exposure of this transaction took place, 
We have said, that a subscriber to a| it will be recollected by many of ourreaders, 
dispensary may regard a practitioner as an|in October and November, 1826. Actions 
“impostor, if he charge a guinea a day fot | and indictments were menaced, but we pur- 
medicine and attendance. But we might | sued the even tenor of our way, unawed by 
have spoken more decidedly, and have| threats, and regardless of the impotent 
stated, without qualification, that subscri-' shafis of malignity. The beneficial effects 
bers to dispensaries, and the public in gene- of our labours in that instance are now be- 


CAMBERWELL CHARITY JOB. er 


“Planing to appear. The public and the pro- 
feasion are at lest awakened to a sense of 
their duty, and pereeive, as we knew they 
aoon would, the baneful inflwence of those 
minor human slaughter-houses, infirmaries 
and dispensaries, The surgeons and in- 
habitants of Camberwell have led the way 
ia opposing these pest-houses, and we 
heartily thank them for their spirited exer- 
tions, 


CHARITY MANUFACTORY AT CAMBERWELL. 


A Meetine of the inhabitants of Cam- 
berwell and its vicinity was held in the 
Vestry Hall on Monday evening Jest, in 
pursuance of the subjoined requisition, 
which, together with the answer appointing 
“the time for holding the meeting, have 
been, during the past week, extensively 
placarded throughout the district. 

To the Rev. Gronoe Sronte, Vicar 
- o&f the Parish of Camberwell. 


Sin,—We, the i ts 


i inbabi 

of the village of Camberwell aud its vicinity, 

considering that in so populous a neigh- 
it 


‘bourhood it would be most desirable to 

form a dispensary, by which immediate and 

grotuicase assistance might be rendered to 
middling and lower classes of society, 

do that you will convene a Meeting 

of the inhabitants, to consider the i 

of establishing such an Institution. 


James Walsh. Charles Dodd, 
James Fisher. David Gordon, 
A. Hoffman. Charles T. Pearce. 
T. Webb Gilbert. Stewart P. Pearce. 
J.W.Liddiard, J. Herbert. 
Edward Bean. Edw. Fowler Bean. 
Wa. Manfield. 

Camberwell, June 24th, 1829. 


To the Inhabitants of the Village of Cam- 
berwell and its Vicinity. 

Genttemenx,—In pursuance of the above 
requisition, I request your attendance at a 
meeting of the inbabitants of the village of 
Camberwell and its vicinity, to be held at 
the Vestry Hall on Monday evening, the 
6th day of July next, at eight o'clock pre- 
cisely. 


Joun Gronce Storie, Vicar. | 


Camberwell, June 25th, 1829.” 


At ei "clock, about persons had 
and the Viean having 
chair, briefly explai the object 
meeting. moved, that an insti- 


tation be formed, to be “ The 
Camberwell, Dulwich, and ham Dis- 
;” to this an amendment was pro- 
, “ That such an institution is entirely 
uncalled for.” The originators of the mea- 
sure were called to show the necessity 
for the establishment of a dispensary—to 
make out a case. It was inquired, whether 
the medical attendants of the parish, four in 
tumber, were remiss in their attendance on 
the poor—whether any i 
pointed out, in which bad 
ensued from want of proper and timely me- 
dical aid. Some severe ions were 
made on the apparent attempt to * do 
good by stealth,” from the 
that none of the medical men iu the district, 
with the exception of the two persons whose 
names were attached to the requisition, had 
been consulted upon the subject, but that, 
in fact, they were unanimously opposed to 
the institution of a dispensary, from a con- 
viction, that the medical wants of the poor 
were already amply provided for. It was 
said by those who advocated the proceed- 
ing, that a-numerous class of persons ex- 
isted, who do not like the “ e” of 
applying for the attendance of the parish- 
surgeon, but who would gladly avail them- 
selves of the gratuitous attendance afforded 
by a dispensary. To this it was replied, 
that the “ exposure” in asking for a sub- 
scriber’s letter, is equally great with the 
application for the medical attendant of the 
parish ; and that it is highly detrimental to 
the proper feelings of independence, which 
deserve to be cherished, to provide relief for 
poe, as it were, almost indiscriminate- 
ly—that flagrant abuses do already exist 
with respect to advice and medicines being 
obtained at dispensaries, by those who can 
well afford to pay—and that such abuses 
are as injurious to the general interests of 
the medical practitioner, as repugnant to 
the notion of true charity. 
It was further contended, that requisite 
attention is not paid to acute cases which 
t themselves in dispensary practice, 
ause they require a vigilant superin- 
tendence at the bed-side ; and that, to ex- 
pect a physician or surgeon, who receives no 
remuneration, to give such attendance far 
and wide, is, from the very nature of things, 
absard. In confirmation of this opinion it 
was stated, that one of the physicians to a 
large dispensary, on being asked how he 
managed his acute cases, said, that he took 
care to prescribe something which would 
no harm, and trusted to directions about 
diet. Thus dispensaries, it was said, be- 
came curses instead of blessings ; for, in such 
cases, people were deluded by the hope of 
obtaining relief, which otherwise they would 
have effected either through the means of a 
parish surgeon, or a private medical at- 
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_tendant—to one of whom perhaps 

plied, when a disease had 
was past remedy. Some animadversions 
‘were made on the circumstance of the requi- 
sition stating, that the proposed dispeusary 
was to afford relief to the “ middling” as 
well as lower classes of society; and Mr. 
Bean, Sen. was charged with having, at a 
period of about three years since, utterly dis- 
countenanced the idea of forming a dispen- 
sary at Camberwell, a measure which was 
at that time in contemplation. The whole 
of the speakers concurred in passing the 
highest eulogiums on the skill and humanity 
of the medical attendants of the parish ; and 
the supporters of the resolution for the esta- 
blishment of a dispensary, admitting that the 
poor received proper medical aid, confined 
themselves to the argument of benefit likely 
asking for a parish surgeon. It was > 
tively denied, that the dispensary was pat 
up” under the auspices of the medical gen- 
tlemen whose names were attached to the 
requisition ; it was said, that they merely 
signed it as private individuals, inhabitants 
of the parish, from motives, and 
without any ulterior object. Upon this it 
was simply remarked, that as the two per- 
sons in question were the only medical gen- 
tlemen in the district favourable to the 
measure, it followed as a matter of course 


that they must be the surgeons ; or, other- 


wise, if the dispensary were formed, the 
subscribers must go out of their own neigh- 
bourhood to find surgical attendants. 

Aiter some further discussion, the origi- 
nal resolution was withdrawn, and, as it ap- 
peared somewhat unpleasant to the feelings 
of the persons who had signed the requisi- 
tion, that a resolution should be passed to 
the effect of a dispensary being entirely un- 
called for, and it being as late as ten o'clock, 
aaneny of adjournment was made and car- 


_ Some remarks were made at the close of 
the meeting, on the propriety of conferring 
with the medical gentlemen of the district, 
and then, if necessary, convening another 
assembly ; but as these gentlemen, through 
the medium of their friends, expressed their 
decided disapprobation of the measure, it is 
scarcely postible to suppose they can be re- 
conciled to an approval of it, and here, we 
have no doubt, the matter will end. 

The discussion was, upon the whole, car- 
tied on with good temper and moderation, 
but it was apparent enough, that some of 
the requisitionists departed highly cha- 

ined at the unexpected termination of the 


EDINBURGIE BUMPISTS. 


The Phrenological Journal, No. XX.. 
Observations on the Phrenological Develop- 
ment of Burk, Hare, and other atre- 
cious Murderers. By Tuomas Stone, 
Pres. of the Roy. Med. Soc. Edin. ; 
[Concluded from p. 438.] 

Brrort inserting the extracts from Mr. 
Stone’s pamphlet, which we promised in our 
last Number, we are desirous of saying @ 
few words by way of explanation relative 
to an expression used on that occasion, be- 
cause it seems to have given rise in several 
quarters to a good deal of misconception ss 
to our meaning. We observed, that ‘* if the 
statements of Mr. Stone could not be dis- 
proved, either the whole system of phrero- 
logy which they are intended to ‘ subvert’ 
must be abandoned, or the science itself 
must be remodelled, and placed on a basis 
more tenable than that on which it at present 
stands.” Had the passage been worded thus, 
“the system of phrenology as taught in 
Edinburgh,” &c., there could have been no 
misconception; because the bumps, calli- 
pers, manipulations and measurements, re- 
sorted to and practised in that place, form 
no portion of the philosophy of the mind as 
taught by Dr. Spurzheim. We had not, there- 
fore, the slightest intention of depreciating 
the lobours of that great and excellent 
man, But we were desirous of showing 
that, if the statements advanced by Mr. 
Stone cannot be refuted, the quackery 
and humbug of pretending to ascertain the 
amount of a man’s intellect, by gauging his 
skull, ought no longer to be encouraged in 
the minds of rational beings. With many, 
this may not have hitherto appeared either 
absurd or delusive; but now that we are 
teld in the Phrenological Journal, that 
Burk, the atrocious, cold blooded Burk, 
the detestable and horrible monster Burk, 
that that beast of beasts, who deliberately 
and successively murdered fifteen human 


, beings for the paltry sum for which he 
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could dispose of their bodies; when, we say, 
we are told by the phrenologists themselves, 
that this wretch of unequalled infemy had 
“ the organs of the moral sentiments tolera- 
bly well elevated, the love of approbation full, 
veneration and conscientiousness "— 
when, we repeat, we are told these things 
by the phrenologists themselves—in the 
name of God let us hear no more of the 
science ‘‘ of ascertaining a man’s know- 
ledge and prepensities by an admeasure- 
ment of his head.” Science,indeed! Was 
there ever such an abuse of words? We 
will not waste our time, however, or insult 
the understandings of our readers, by enter- 
ing into any argument upon such a subject. 
From the first we have been opposed to the 
ridiculous practices and absurd doctrines of 
the bumpists, but, at the same time, we 
have not failed to uphold the fundamental 
principles of phrenology as taught by 
Spurzheim ; doctrines, not only beautiful 
from their truth and harmony, but calcu- 
lated in the highest degree to improve the 
moral and physical condition of mankind, 

After the admissions of the phrenologists 
themselves, as published by us last week, 
(page 455,) it may seem a work of superero- 
gation to furnish any other materials for ex- 
posing the quackery of the ‘“‘ bump and 
calliper” gentry; but Mr. Stone has so 
manfully seized the bull by the horns, has 
treated his subject with so much perspicuity, 
and his facts are so numerous, interesting, 
and conclusive, that we cannot doubt their 
perusal will afford the reader great satis- 
faction. 

Mr. Stone commences his inquiry by 
asking— 


* Does the Phrenological Development of 
Burk correspond with his acknowledged 
Character ?” 


He then proceeds thus :— 


Oa the morning after the execution of 
this criminal, his body wes at an early hour 
conveyed to the anatomicul-rooms in the Col- 


lege, aud our distinguished and popular pro- 


fessor, Dr. Monro, gave, the same morning, 
a public demonstration of the brain, In the 
course of this dissection nothing remarkable 
was observed, excepting a certain degree of 
softness of the cerebral substance, which 
has been noticed by the learned Professor 
in the brains of other criminals also examin- 
ed under similar circumstances, and which 
he is inclined to attribute to the lowness of 
the prison diet some weeks previous to 
execution. It has been falsely and igno- 
rautly stated to the public, that the lateral 
cerebral lobes were unusually a 
and the skull in that ion rendered, in 
consequence, remarkably thin. Having made 
particular inquiries on this subject, I am 
enabled, on the best authority, to state posi- 
tively, that no such remarkable development 
was observable. The attenuation of the 
bone alluded to refers to the squamous por- 
tion of the temporal bone, which is gene- 
rally thinner than any other part of the cra- 
nium ; and were the statement, therefore, 
even admitted to be correct, it would con- 
stitute no liarity in the skull of Burk. 
I may add, that I have examined many 
crania, in which, although the bones were 
much thinner generally, yet, over the re- 
gion of destructiveness, they were much 
thinner and more diapbanous than in this 
murderer, without the slightest external 
protuberance, ‘The effect of any unusual 
fulness of the cerebral convolutions, seems 
indeed not to produce any elevation on the 
external table of the cranium, but simply to 
attenuate the internal, which is observable 
in the indentations of the glandule Pac- 
chioni, which never produce any corre- 
sponding eminences on the external i 
surface. 

The organ of destructiveness in Burk has 
been called large. I proceed to inquire 
into the correctaess of this report, and shall 
compare it, both in its absolute and relative 
size, with the same organ in two series of 
crania. 

ist, With 50 crania, ie | British, 

collected by Sir William Hamilton, 
with the measurements of which be has 
kindly favoured me. 

2d, With the 50 crania collected by Dr. 

Spurzheim, and at ae in the Edin- 
burgh Museum ; of which 37 are male, 
13 female. These also form a part of 
Sir William Hamilton’s extensive in- 
duction, and being a closed collection, 
which may be appealed to at any time, 
I refer to them with confidence, 

To ascertain the size of the cranium, I 
have had recourse to two methods :-— 

ist, I have taken its lineal dimensions, 

including its length, breadth,and height ; 
the latter being obtained by measuring, 
with the callipers, from the anterior 
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edge of the foramen magnum to the 


¢d, I pone to 
cranium, or the weight of encep' 
contained in each, which is ascertained 
filling the skull with sand, weighing 
quantity each conteius, and re- 
ducing the specific gravity of the sand 
,_ to the specific gravity of the brain. 
. I give, first, the absolute size of the seve- 
ral organs; secondly, their relative size, or 
the proportion which each bears to the con- 
tents of the skull, or to the weight of the 
encephalon, The latter, in consequence of 
Crania being sometimes broken, it is not al- 
ways possible to obtain, and in those exam- 
ee the lineal dimensions are referred to. 
tis therefore of importance to notice, that 
I have found, from an induction of upwards 
of a hundred crania, that the proportions of 
the organs to the various sizes of crania, 
have borne a general relation to the propor- 
tions of the same organs to the same en- 
cephale. I give the result of my induction 
digjunctively, as well as concretely, to pre- 
vent the suspicion of any anomalous cases 
having affected the general average. 
The size of Burk’s cranium is 18 i 
_ The weight of encephalon 20507 grains. 
From destructiveness to destructiveness 
measures 5.35 inches. 
The proportion of destructiveness to the 
size of the skull is as 1 to 3.364. 
The proportion to the encephalon as 1 to 
3853.084. 


On referring to Sir Williom Hamilton's 
General ‘Table of adult male crania, | find, 
of fifty in which the measurement from de- 
structiveness to destructiveness was taken, 
8 are gy above Burk, 29 are still larger, 
13 only are less, 

The average size of these crania, esti- 
mated by the lineal dimensions of length, 
breadth, and height, is 18.2 inches. . 

The average size of the organ of destruc- 

veness is 5.5 inches. 

The proportion of destructiveness to the 
general size, on the general average of these 
crania, is as 1 to 3.309, 

The results of the induction from these 
50 crapia are— 

- First, 37 of the 50 have the organ of de- 
structiveness in its absolute size larger 
than Burk. 

Second, The organ of destructiveness in 
Burk is im its absolute size below the 
average of these 50 crania. 

Third, The relative size of the organ of | 
destructiveness, or its proportion to the 
lineal dimensions of the cranium, is, in 
Burk, also below the average. 

I next to the second series of 

I have adverted, the col- 
! . Spurzheim, in the Edinburgh 
Museum. 
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The average absolate size of the organ of 
destructiveness in these 57 male crania is 
5.6 inches. 

The average relative size of the of 
destructiveness, or its to 
the encephalon, is as to J 

Of these 37 crania, taking them disjunc- 
tively, 34 have the organ of destructiveness 
in its absolute size larger than Burk—27 
have it larger in proportion to the en- 


ce 

The result is that, when compared with 
these 37 crania, the or: of destructive- 
ness in Burk is both utely and rela- 
tively below the average size. 

llaving established this fact by the most 
direct and conclusive evidence that can 
possibly be obtained, it cannot fail to itus- 
trate, in a very striking manner, the fallacy- 
of this phrenological indication. 

This murderer, it should be remembered, 
was not instigated to the commission of 
crime by the want of those common neces- 
saries of life which have sometimes u 
the victim of poverty to become the victim 
of guilty desperation. He was, al ha 
stranger, and poor, when he orrived in 
Edinburgh, a man who had borne a respect~ 
able character, and might have procured: 
some honest employment; but it appears 
that, one evening, when sitting by the fire- 
side with Hare, they overheard a women 
lodger breathing heavily in her sleep, on: 
which Hare remarked, *‘ Do you bear that? 
it would not be difficult to take her where 
we took Donald,” a poor pensioner who hed 
some days before expired in the same room, 
and whose remains they had subsequently 
sold. The diabolical suggestion was no 
sooner given utterance to, than Burk 
readil uiesced, observing thet 
by Hazeel, when he destroyed Benhadad 
the King of Syria, by dipping a cloth in 
water, and covering his mouth. The hint 
was immediately put in prectice, and from 
that night a deliberate system of murder 
was carried on, the ag ted horrors of 
which transcend all possible description, and 
do more than realize the most tragical 
scenes that “ fiction ever feigned, or fear 
conceived.” Nor does the disposition of 
Burk seem to have been influenced by any 
remarkable desire of gain, or acquisitive- 
ness. He allowed Hare and his wife, it ap- 
pears, to share the greater part of the blood- 
money they ebeaines and Hare himself ac- 
knowledged that Burk was plways coy 
ready to give away his money, and free wi 
it among those of his companions whe were 
poorer than himself. On one occasion, a 
student having purchased and paid him for 
the extremity of a subject, Burk received 
e body to the full amount, on 


the price of th 
which he immediately sought the student, 


= 
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and, of his own accord, refunded him the 
money. t his guilty career, he 
manifested, to a singular extent, all the at- 
ibutes which are by phrenologists referred 
to the organ of destructiveness, 
which, so far from ing any —, 
teristic development, is the very reverse 
the condition it should have ccbibited, in 
order to accord with one of the most funda- 
mental propositions of the phrenological 


The organ of benevolence next claims con- 
sideration ; and surely never did any indi- 
vidual more pean divest himself of all 
the commonest sympathies of humanity than 
Burk? He had indeed so femiliarised his 
mind to scenes of murder, and his heart, 
hardened with excess of crime, had become 
so callous, that he not only viewed with dis- 
regard the anguish of the sufferers who were 
immolated on the infernal altar of his ini- 
quity, but seems coolly, in tbe midst of his 
atrocities, to have reconciled himself to the 

ini fate which he knew awaited 
him. So frequently had he grappled with 
the dying—so often had he hurried his vic- 
tims into the arms of death—that he seems, 
for atime, to have viewed with indifference 
the terrors of his countenance. The day 
before his execution, he stated that, in his 
soberest moments, he frequently used to re- 
flect that he should one day be hanged, and 
often accustomed himself to consider how, 
when the time arrived, he should conduct 
himself on the scaffold. His savage dispo- 
sition frequently manifested itself, and more 
than once he beat the woman with whom 
he cohabited, in so barbarous a manner, that 
medical assistance was obliged to be pro- 
cured for her. ‘The organ of benevoience on 
the skull of Burk, measures from the 
meatus 5.1. Its proportion to the encepha- 
lon is as 1 to 4020.980. On referring to the 
table of adult male crania, the average size 
of benevolence in the 37 crania, is 5.011. 
Its average proportion to the encephalon is 
as 1 to 4089.288. 
- Taking them disjunctively, 9 of these have 
the organ of benevolence in its absolute size 
the same as Burk ; 20 in its absolute size 
Burk ; 22 have it less in its rela- 
» or in its proportions to the en- 
of benevolence in Burk is, it 
, both absolutely and relatively 
we the average size of the same organ in 
these 37 crania. 

On this fact it is to comment ; 
I am.indeed aware it has been stated by 
some of the most distinguished of the Kdin- 
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the point seriously, would be to indulge in 
one ofthe severet sires that an be con 
ceived, on the incongruit phreno- 
logical doctrin 


es. 

I next proceed to the organ of conscien- 
tiousness, 

This Burk measures from 
meatus 4.6. Its proportion to the ence 
lon is as 1 to 4436.043. 

On referring to the table of adult male 
crania, it will be seen that the average ab- 
solute size of the organ of conscientiousness 
is 4.462. The average relative size is as 1 
to 4585.414, 

Taking the crania disjunctively, 9 possess 
the organ of conscientiousness in its abso- 
lute size; 21 in its relative size less than 
Burk. 

The result is, that Burk possesses 
organ of conscientiousness both absolutely 
and relatively above the average size. 

The organ of amativeness next deserves 
particular attention, as Burk manifested the 
propensity attributed to it in an excessive 
degree. He married at an early age, and on 
the pretext of a quarrel with one of his 
wife's relatives, left her, and absconded with 
another woman ; and even when living with 
her, maintained another profligate in the 
Canongate, at his own expense, with whom 
he as systematically cohbabited. The phre- 
nologists have themselves averred, that the 
large development and abuse of this organ, 
was, in a great measure, the cause of his 
entering on so fatal a career of crime. They 
have, therefore, announced that it was 
large ;—this I deny. 

In the paper I had the honour of reading 
to this Society in 1825, I observed that the 
phrenological casts of murderers, for the 
following reason, never can be relied on: 
when the criminal, having been executed, is 
cut down, the body is thrown generaliy 
upon its back, and the blood, which, in cases 
of death by lightning, drowning, hanging, 
&c., remains uncoagulated, gravitates to the 
most depending parts of the person, a con- 
siderable distension of the muscles of the 
back, neck, and posterior parts of the head, 
is thus produced ; and over this distension 
the cast is usually taken. The organs of 
the alleged animal propensities are, in con- 
sequence, made to appear very large, whilst 
those to which the intellectual faculties and 
moral sentiments are ascribed, for the same 
reason, and from the contrast, present as re- 
markable an appearance of deficiency. Such 
was the condition of the head of Burk at the 
time when Mr. Joseph took the cast of it,* 
which, in this, as in other instances, forms a 
part of the erroneous data on which phre- 


* It was from the cast of Mr. Joseph that 


the developments given in the Phrenologi- 
cal were taken.— Ep, L, 


> 


4 
| 
| 
theory. 
4 
burgh phrenologists, that, in accordance 
with the large development of the organ, | — 
Burk was really a benevolent man ; but | } 
apprehend the public generally will main- d 
taia a very different opinion, and to argue ’ 
* | 
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accustom themselves to reason.* 
The organ of amativeness may then have 
appeared large; but this only affords an ad- 
ditional illustration of the impossibility of 
forming, from external imspection under 
such circumstances, any correct idea of the 
size of the cerebellum. 

Here I must acknowledge myself indebted 
to Sir William Hamilton, who hes favoured 
me with a comparison of the weight of 
Burk’s cerebellum, with the cerebella of 
various classes of subjects. We need not, 
in the present instance, therefore, trust to 
the report of any external manipulation, as 
we thus have it in ovr power to set all con- 
jecture at rest, by appealing to the most 

tisfactory and c ive evidence. From 
this comparison it appears— 

ist. The cerebellum of Burk is Jess than 
the average of all the adult males. (T'wenty 
in number.) 

2d. It is less than the average of all the 
impuberal males, from three years of age to 
fifteen, _ (Seven in number.) 

3d. It is less than the average of all the 
adult women under sixty. (Fifteen in 
number.) 

4th. It is less than the average of all the 
impuberal males above four. (Two in 
number.) 

On comparing the size of Burk’s cere- 
bellic cavities with those of the different 
classes of subjects in Sir William Hamilton's 
table of open crania, they are— 

ist. Less then the average of the male 
adult crania. (Thirty-three in number.) 

2d. Less than the average of the female 
adult crania. (Thirty-two in number.) 

Sd. Less than the average of the female 
impuberal crania, from four to twelve. (Six 
in number.) 

They are a little larger, however, than the 
wale impuberal crania. 

The morning 1 took the size of the cere- 
bellic cavity in Burk, two subjects, one a 
women of thirty-eight, the other a female 
child of eight years of age, happened to be 
lying on the table, with the crania open. 1 
proceeded, therefore, to compzre the size of 


t It is acknowledged that the organ of 
destructiveness, owing to the ‘ swelling of 
the integuments,” measures on the cast of 
Burk two-eighths more than it did on the 
head during life. Why has not an acknow- 
ledgment of a similar kind been made in 
reference to the busts of Haggart, Pallet, 
Thurtell, Mackinnon, &c,? Are the phre- 
nologists not aware that such must have 
been the case in every criminal whose cast 
has been taken under similar circumstances ¢ 
How is it possible to judye of the relative 
development of any of the supposed organs, 
when the posterior and posterio-lateral parts 
of the head are in this state of congestion ? 


MR, STONE’S EXAMINATION OF 


their cerebellic cavities with Bork's. Sir 
William Hamilton was present, who, from 
his extensive experience and knowledge on 


this interesting point of controversy, a 
dicted that the child and woman would be 
found to possess each a larger cerebe!lum 
than Burk. 1 confess I was somewhat 
sceptical as to the result of the experiment, 
but found, on measuring the dimensions, as 
follows :—~ 

Cireumf. Length. Breadth. Total. 
Woman ...- 7.1 98 oe 11.9 
Female child 7.2 2.38 2.1 12.1 


Hence both the woman and the child 
proved to have the cerebellic cavities larger 
than they are found in the murderer Burk ; 
and this will not fail to make the erroneous 
phrenological assumption appear still more 
ridiculous, when it is considered, that so 
much of the moral degradation of this atro- 
cious villain was referred to the size and 
abuse of an organ, which even an impuberal 
child of eight years of age possessed larger. 

In addition to the number of facts which 
have been accumulated by Sir William Ha- 
milton, and which constitute the extensive 
induction he lately communicated to the 
Royal Society, 1 cannot help regarding 
these also as strongly illustrative of his po- 
sition, that while the cerebellum bears its 
largest proportion to the cerebrum at three 
years of age, the whole encephalon attains 
its full complement before the age of pu- 
berty, and the former is absolutely and rela- 
tively larger in the female than the male, 
It is certainly singular, that physiologists 
have so little investigated this interesti 
subject of inquiry, and the scientific w 
will not fail to acknowledge itself indebted 
to the researches of Sir William Hamilton. 

The public is aware that Burk suffered 
under a complaint which was of a scrofulous 
character; and the following is a report of 
the pathological appearances which on dis- 
section were presented. The account was 
originally drawn out by Mr. Miller, the as- 
sistant of Dr. Monro. ! 

‘Jet is worthy of remark, that those who 
examined the body of this foul murderer, 
observed only one testicle, the other having 
been absorbed through a disease under 
which he hed Inboured. This disease ap- 
peared to have been a scrofulous ulceration 
of the testicle, and I have placed those ap- 
;earances underneath, which presented 
themselves after death. The exterior of the 
serotum, viewed from the left side, pre- 
sented the appearance of a natural raphe ; 
but, on the right side, many ulcers were 
visible, and, as it were, sinvous and slug- 
gish. These were seated principally in that 

rt of the scrotum which lies agaist the 
inside of the thigh, when the body is erect; 
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and also in that part where the scrotum end 
thigh are united. OUn_a less close inspec- 
tion, these ulcers would appear only on the 
surface of the skin, and not to penetrate 
deeply towards the testicle itself. On open- 
ing them, and removing their external co- 
vering, some matter of a yellowish colour 
was found, similar to that which flowed out 
of the sinuses. On cutting farther on the 
right side, not the smallest trace appeared 
of the tunica vaginalis, nor any of the 
testicle ; their place was filled by a semi- 
fluid matter, dark, having no peculiar smell, 
in some degree resembling meconium, but 
not of so dark a colour. ‘The vesicule semi- 
nales were larger than usual, and contained 
a yellowish fluid. In many places the se 
tum of the scrotum was destroyed, anda 
little of this darkish matter was found also 
on the left side, at the upper and outer sur- 
face of the tunica vaginalis. The adipose 
and cellular membranes which cover the 
tunica vagivalis, were likewise filled with 
the same. On the left side, the tunica vagi- 
nalis and the testicle, as to their structure, 
presented a natural appearance ; but this 
testicle was certainly smaller than usual, 
which is very far from being the case in ge- 
neral, where one testicle bas been destroyed. 
The spermatic chord was found to exceed 
the usual size.’ 

As Burk had been labouring under this 
complaint for many years, according to the 
statement of Gall and Spurzheim, we ought 
to have found a diminution of the opposite 
lobe of the cerebellum ; but no such differ- 


Auld, a cele- 
, who was well known in 
death was caused by 
a kick from the heel of an ass in the groin, 
it was found that neither testicle had de- 
scended into the scrotum. ‘The right one, 
when laid open by dissection, was very 
small, and adhered to the blind head of the 
colon ; not a vestige of the left could be 
found, The spermatic chord, and the vesi- 
cula seminalis of each side, were natural ; 
hence, and from the nature and history of 
the disease, it would certainly seem, that 
the left testicle must have existed formerly, 
and afterwards become blended iu a morbid 
and spongy mass.’ 

Iu this instance, although the cerebellum 
was stated to be small, yet, in proportion to 
the cerebrum, it bears its appropriate size. 
The cerebellic cavity measures in circum- 
ference 7.6 inches; in length 2.5; in 
breadth 1.9; total 12, which is also larger 
thao Burk’s. 

1 have now selected two of the most pro- 
minent features in the character of Burk : 
first, his destructiveness as a cold-blooded 
systematic murderer ; second, his amative- 
ness, which is admitted to have been ex- 


473 


cessive ; and, directing the attention of the 
phrenologists exclusively to these manifes- 
tations, have proved them to be directly at 
variance with his phrenological develop- 
ment. It is unnecessary to enter into minor 
details. My counter-phrenological proposi- 
tions are— 
First, the of destructiveness in 
Burk is absolutely and relatively be- 
low the average size, whilst benevo- 
lence and conscientiousness are abso- 
lutely and relatively above the average 
size. 
Second, the cerebellum in Burk was 
also below the average size. 


Il. Does the Phrenological Development of 
Hare correspond with his acknowledged 
Character ? 

The evening before this miscreant was 
liberated from prison, with the assistance 
of an able phrenologist, and in the presence 
of several individuals, some of whom were 
favourable, others adverse, to the phrenolo- 
gical theory, I took the measurement of his 
head, of which the following is the report :— 

Inches, 

Size of the head ecceccacesccccee 13.8 

From the ear to lower individuality 4.8 | 

From ditto philoprogenitiveness.... 5 

From ditto to benevolence ......+.. 

From ditto to conscientiousness.... 

From destructiveness to destructive- 

From acquisitiveness to acquisitive- 
ness .... 5.55 

The proportion of destructiveness to the 
size of the head, is as 1 to 2.319. 

The propertion of benevolence to ditto, is as 
1 to 2.555. 

The proportion of conscientiousness to ditto, 
is as 1 to 3. 1 


After consulting a number of scientific 
authorities, and making a variety of experi- 
ments to determine which is the best method 
of ascertaining the size of the head, I have 
not found a better suggested than that which 
is adopted by hatters, who add together the 
length and the breadth, for the purpose of 
taking the mean diameter. To gauge its 
depth, or ascertain in any way the precise 
capacity of the living head, I find to be im- 
practicable ; and having, as I have already 
stated, found on a large induction, that the 
proportions of the several organs to the lineal 
dimensions of crania, bear a general relation 
to the proportions of the same organs to the 
same encephala, I huve adopted the me- 
thod to which hatters have recourse, for the 
purpose of giving the proportions of the or- 
gans to the diameter of the head. 

On comparing Hare's organ of destruc- 
tiveness with my table of buglishmen, (28 
in number,) 1 find 
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11 have it in its absolute size larger ; 6 in 
- gbsolute size the same as Hare. 
heed larger. 


les average proportion to the size of the 
head in the same, isas 1 to 2.282. 

The result is, the organ of destructiveness 
in Hare is, in its absolute size, not above 
the average ; in its relative size, or in 

se to the dimensions of the bead, it is 
low the average. 

On examining *, table of Scotchmen, 
(25 in number,) I find 

13 possess the organ of destructiveness 
in its absolute size, larger than Hare. 


The average absolute size of the 
destructiveness in the 25 
is 5,97. 

The average proportion to the size of the 
head, is as 1 to 2.276. 

The result is, that compared with m 
table of Scotchmen, the organ of ae 
tiveness in Hare is nearly the same in its 
absolute size as the average, the former 


measuring 5.95, the latter 5.97 inches ; but} this 


in proportion to the size of the head, Hare’s 
organ of destructiveness is below the ave- 


rage. 

On referring to my table of Irishmen, 
(27 in number,) I perceive 

12 the organ of destructiveness 
in its og size larger than Hare. 

16 a, it larger in proportion to the 

size of the 

The average absolute size of this organ in 

the ¢7 Irishmen is 5.907. 
Its average proportion to the size of the 
head in same, is as 1 to 2.308. 

The result is, that compared with my table 
of Irishmen, the organ of destructiveness in 
Hare is, in its absolute size, nearly the same 
as the average, the former being 5.907, 
the latter 5.95 inches ; but, in proportion to 
the size of the head , Hare's organ of destruc- 
tiveness is below the average. 

From the general lowness of the head of 
Hare, the organs of benevolence and con- 
scientiousness are both a litile below the 
average size ; bat so far from this constitut- 
ing any peculiarity in his case, or being in- 
dicative of the character he manifested, se- 
veral individuals in my tables will be found 
to these pretended organs of the 
moral sentiments even stil] more deficient. 

In my table of Englishmen, 

3 have the organ of benevolence in sheo- 

lute size the same as Hare. 


HEAD OF HARE. 


& have it in absolute size less than Hare. 
5 & to the size of 


of Seotchmen, 

absolute size the same es Hare. 
4 have it in its absolute size less. ‘ 

: in proportion to the size of the head, 
have it less. 


ion table of Irishmen, 
se the organ of benevolence in its 
absolute size the same as Hare. 
5 have it less in proportion to 
the head. 


Of the organ of conscientiousness, it will 
be seen in the table of Englishmen, that 
are. 
5 have it in its absolute size less. 


In the table of Scotchmen, : 
6 have it in its absolute size the seme. 
4 . it in its absolute size Jess than 
are. 


In the table of Irishmen, 
8 have the organ of conscientiousness in 
its absolute size the same as Hare ; 
2 less. 

Hence, notwithstanding that the head of 
murderer is characterised by a defi- 
ciency _ the development of the alleged 
organs of benevolence and conscientious- 
ness, individuals of exemplary cha- 
racter are to the same organs 
still more deficient; and, consequently, 
this configuration is by no means indicative 
of that moral which the mur- 
derer exhibited. It should also be remem- 
bered, that the persons whose measurements 
I have presented in my tables, were taken 
without any selection; for bad 1, in imita- 
tion of the phrenologists themselves, 
ceeded on the — of excluding fom 
my induction all negative testimony, and 
given merely those examples which fa- 
voured my own views, | could have col- 
lected many more with the destructiveness 
larger then Hare, and the presumed 
of benevolence and conscientiousness a 
lutely and relatively smaller. But by merely 
having recourse to indiscriminate measuree 
ments, several such have occurred, and, con- 

sequently, we are entitled to conclude, that 
such a configuration cannot be relied on as 

an indication of moral depravity, but isa 
cme condition of the head, which may 
co-exist with every variety of disposition. 

The most remarkable and best developed 
phrenological organ in the head of Hare, is 
his ideality. At the time we took the 
measurement, one of the most highly-gifted 
and popular of our living poets was present, 
whose genius is peculiarly characterised by 


destractiveness in the 28 Englishmen, /———— 
20 possess it larger in proportion to the 
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the vividness and power of its idealism. On 
applying the callipers to the organ of ideality 
in Hare, each leg of the og 
an the origin of the temporal muscle, 
ing them to corresponding points 
on the head of the poet, we found that Hare 
possessed a larger organ of ideality thay the 
it, When ap; lied to the former, the cal- 
pers rested on the origin of the muscle ; 
when we attempted to apply them to the 
latter, they came down far over the belly of 
the muscle. The experiment was several 
times repeated, and from whatever point of 
the organ the measurement was taken, the 
result proved to be the same. Hare’s organ 
of ideality, also, is larger than the same or- 
gan in Sheridan, Sterne, Canning, Vol- 
taire, and Edmund Burke, the distinguished 
and eloquent author of the Letters on the 
French Revolution, 

Notwithstanding his superior develop- 
ment of the organ of ideality, it would be 
difficult to conceive a more id and mi- 
serable wretch than Hare.” 


Mr. Stone’s pamphlet, in addition to the 
foregoing extracts, contains many other 
facts, equally conclusive, against the quack- 
ery which has been so long in vogue in 
Edinburgh, and other places; but it is an- 
necessary for us to extend our extracts 
We regard the subject as decided; and as 
to Bark, whatever of villany attaches to his 
name for the murder of the defenceless vic- 
tims whose bodies were sold to Dr. Knox, 
it certainly must be allowed that to him is 
due the merit of having destroyed the whole 
race of bumpists—men who tell us, with 
impudence not to be surpassed, that this 
wretch’s organs, of love of approbation, 
veneration, benevolence, and conscientious- 
ness, Were fully developed! 


ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL, 


OPERATION FOR STRANGULATED FEMORAL 
HERNIA. 


-Haerterr Hann, etat. 45, was admitted 
into Sitwell’s Ward, under the care of Mr. 
Earle, on Friday, at two o'clock, p.m., 
June 26, labouring under strangulated femo- 
ral hernia of the right side. States that the 
hernial tumour bas existed since Wednes- 
day last, aud that her bowels have neith 
been evacuated since that time, though she 


has taken @ deal of medicioe, nor for 
four or five previously. Mr, Vincent 
has seen her to-day at her 3 he re- 
commended the performance of the opera- 
tion, and that she should be conveyed to the 
hospital. As it wes not Mr. Vincent's tak- 
ing in week, however, she has been brought 
into Mr. Earle’s Ward, She is of a dark 
complexion, rather corpulent, and has had 
nine children. Mr. Earle was from home, 
and Mr. Skey not immediately found, and 
the latter gentleman did not arrive till half 
t five o'clock, On examining the case, 
considered it one requiring immediate 
operation, and proceeded forthwith to its 
performance. Having cut through the ex- 
ternal parts, he divided the stricture, and 
returned a small portion of omentum. 
gut was of a dark-brown colour, and high! 
inflamed, The operation lasted nearly half 
an hour, some slight difficulty having been 
experienced in its progress, in consequence 
of the length of time that had elapsed be- 
tween the occurrence of the accident and 
the performance of the operation, and the 
inflammatory process set up. The edges of 
the wound were brought togetler in the 
usual manner, and the patient carried to bed. 
After the performance of the operation, she 
became so exhausted as, in the opinion of 
the operator, to require the administration 
of brandy; every effort was accordingly 
made, by his order, to get brandy, but the 
apothecary’s shop was shut; and after 
three-quarters of an hour had passed in ex- 
pectation of the apothecary’s return, who it 
was said was at dinner, his shop being kept 
locked, the patient sank much, and she was 
under the necessity of taking wine instead 
of the brandy. In a short time she re- 
vived, took aperients, had three evacuations 
during the night, and slept pretty well. 

27. Two o'clock, p.m. At ary! rs, ten 
o'clock this morning, complained of a little 
pain in the neighbourhood of the wound on 
inspiration ; the pulse being rather full, the 
dresser took sixteen ounces of blood from 
the arm; the tongue is now rather white ; 


| there is considerable tenderness on pressure 


at the lower part of the abdomen, and she 
cannot draw a deep breath. Ordered to 
have two dozen of leeches applied to the 
tight inguinal region, and sixteen ounces of 
blood again to be taken from the arm in the 
evening should the pulse continue as hard, 
and the pain as severe as atpresent. Pulse 
124, pretty full, and rather hard. Take the 
effervescing draught every three hours, 
with a drachm of the sulphate of esia. 

28. The symptoms last night did not call 
for further depletion, and, on the whole, she 
is better to-day. 

30. The wound is sloughing, the discharge 
fetid, and the surface of the part assuming a 
Complains of being restless. 


gangrenous tint. C 


| 
a 
4 
| 
q 
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Apply a solution of the chloride of soda, | 


afterwards a bread-and-water poultice, and 
give twenty drops of the tincture of opium 
in a draught. 
' July 7. 1s daily improving. 

is perfectly healthy, and healing rapidly. 
Has no complaint. Tongue clean. Pulse 
regular. Can inspire freely, expresses her- 
self perfectly comfortable, and will now, in 
all probability, soon recover. ‘ 


AMPUTATION OF THE THIGH. 


James Newall, etat. 20, was admitted into 
Darker’s Ward, under the care of Mr. Vin- 
cent, June 27, for the purpose of submitting 
to the operation of amputation, in conse- 
quence of disease of the right knee-joint. 

he patient is rather tall, slender, with 
dark hair, and sallow appearance. He comes 
from High Rootting, Essex. The constitu- 
tion does not seem greatly impaired; the 
knee is considerably enlarged; the leg is 
flexed to an angle of about 45° ; there is a 
copious discharge of thin fluid from one side 
communicating with the joint, but neither 
the coverings of the knee, nor of the inferior 
part of the extremity, are waterially, if at all 
changed from their natural appearance. The 

tient having been blindfolded, and brought 
into the theatre on Saturday last, Mr. Stan- 
ley performed the amputation at the lower 
third of the thigh by the circular incision, 
A few bleeding vessels having been tied, he 
was again carried to bed, having borne the 
operation well. 

After the operator had dissected the knee, 
he exhibited the parts to those who were 
present, and made the following 

Observations. 

Gentlemen, this patient has informed 
me that the disease made its appearance 
about two years ago, without any distinct 
cause ; that it remained dormant for some 
considerable time, and that it then assumed 
such severity as wage 4 to cripple him and 
lay him up, despite all surgical skill. The 
incision I have made into the capsule, you 
will observe, displays the internal surface of 
the synovial membrane, which is, in part, 
destroyed ; what remains of it is altered in 
Structure, and covered by a curdled matter. 
The inter-articular cartilage of one condyle is 
gone. One of the crucial ligaments is de- 
stroyed, and probably, if you were carefully 
to dissect the side of the knee, you would 
find that, on the same side, the lateral liga- 
ment is also destroyed. The bones seem 
to be unaitered as fur as their solidity is 
concerned, so that there does not appear to 
be scrofula. What opinion ought to he 
given as to the commencement of the dis- 
ease—whether it began in the synovial mem- 


brane or in the cartilage, perhaps it is difti- 
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cult to form 8 precise judgment. Whether 
cannoteay. The ial membrane seems 
to be most diseased, and I should be inclined 
to think it most likely that it began there, 
that being the most vascular part of the 
joint. 
Continuation from page 408 of the 
CASE OF RUPTURED BLADDER.* 

July 7. Ellen Butler has continued much 
in the same condition, since our re of 
her case. A piece of lint, dipped in a solu- 
tion of the chloride of soda, has been kept 
between the labia, with the view of allaying 
irritation, and of getting the excoriated sur- 
faces, if possible, in some degree healed, that 
an examination may be made toascertain with 
greater accuracy the exact seat and extent 
of the injury. Such an examination the 
acute sensibility of the parts has as yet pre- 
vented. She states that she feels more com- 
fortable than she did. Continue the appli- 
cation, and keep the bowels regular. 

Mr. Earle, immediately after the opera- 


tion on Saturday, wished to know whether, 
according to the understanding of the gen- 
tleman who reported the observations he 
made on the above case a fortnight ago, or 
that of the other gentlemen present, he had 
cast imputation on the medical attendant of 
that unfortunate girl?’ He had received a 


|letter from the gentleman who attended her, 


from which it ared, that he a 
that he (Mr. Earle) had reflected upon hi 
character in those observations, and this 
impression he (Mr. Earle) supposed, arose 
from that gentleman having read the report 
in Tue Lancer. ‘ What I stated was,” 
said Mr. Earle, not with particular refer- 
ence to this individual case, but to the large 
number of cases which I mentioned to you 
ad seen, | said thatI had reason to sup- 
fese, in those cases, the children’s heads had 
en allowed to rest too long on bladders 
distended with urine, in their passage 
through the pel¢is, and such, I am con- 
vinced, was the case in the present instance, 
If a small quantity of urine only had been 
drawn off on the introduction of the cathe- 
ter, which, it appears, was three times in- 
troduced, I shou!d have been more doubtful 
of the solution I now offer of thiscase. I 
have no doubt whatever, that the child's 
head prevented the descent of the urine into 
the lower part of the bladder, and that the 
urine accumulated ia the upper part of the 
organ, there can be no reasonable ground for 
disputing. The pressure of the child’s head 
upon the bladder against the brim of the 
pelvis, in my opinion, may have prevented 
the descent of the urine ; but that it was 


* Vice page 449 of this day’s Lancer. 


of 
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dung and filled the upper |his admission, he was very restless and 


e bladder, no man can doubt. Now | feverish ; the cheeks high coloured, the pu- 
should suggest, and I make this observa-|pils much dilated, and the bead very hot; 
tion merely as a suggestion, because I don’t}he complained of headach, sickness, and 
practise midwifery for myself, that in a case | could not bear the light; the abdomen was 
where no urine flows after a common female | slightly tender on pressure; the bowels 
catheter is introduced, you ought to use a} were regularly open. After the application 
long male catheter, or a flattened silver |of fifteen leeches to the head, and of an 
ale one, much longer than is usually | emollient poultice over the aldomen, he be- 
made ; for I have no doubt, that in such ajcame a little more tranquil and sensible ; 
case, urine having existed higher up than/the pupils were, however, oscillating, the 
the part to which the common catheter/axes of the eyes diverging, and respiration 
reached, that it would be drawn off by such | somewhat suspirious. Six leeches were ap- 
an instrument as I have alluded to. Now! plied to the temples, two grains of calomel 
that any blame rested with the medical man, given four times a day, and, in the a 
who seems to have done his utmost, and/a blister applied to the neck and musta 
who, by the letter | have received, states, | poultices to the feet. ‘The night of the 16th 
that he introduced the catheter three times, | was very quiet; on the following morning 
without being able to draw off the urine, 1|the pupils were still dilated; he had bad a 
am sure is what could not have entered into| copious stool during the night; the abdo- 
my mind, and which, from. any interpreta- | men was not tender on pressure ; the leeches 
tion of what I stated, could not have been| were repeated, and four g:ains of calomel 
inferred, I shall certainly look back to the| given four times a day. On the 17th no 
report, to see if the representation of what | change had taken place, except that respira- 
1 then stated, accords with what I now say. | ticn had become more difficult. On the 18th, 
I was particularly anxious to draw the|the strabismus and dilatation of the pupils 
attention of gentlemen to this distinction, | continued, and he appeared to be less sen- 
that when the bladder is lacerated, the wa-| sible ; a blister was applied over the head, 
ter will come away immediately per vaginam, | ond the calomel continued, but without any 
but, on the contrary, that when the bladder| effect, and he died on the morning of the 
sloughs during parturition, it will be seve-|20ch. The examination of the body, twenty- 
ral days, sometimes three, four, or five, be-| nine hours alter death, was very interesting, 
fore it comes away through the opening into| inasmuch as it exhibited some morbid alte- 
the vagina.” rations, the presence of which was not at all 
The gentleman who made the report|suspected during life. The substance of 
stated, that he did not understand Mr.|the brain was very firm, and paler than 
Earle to reflect on the conduct of the medi-| usual; the lateral ventricles contained about 
cal gentleman, nor did he suppose the re-|two ounces of yellowish serum, and in the 
port could bear any such interpretation, ex-| choroid plexus of the right side were a few 
cept so far as that (in his opinion) no such |hydatids of a line in diameter. In the 
lamentable case could come from the hands | middle upper portion of the right lobe of the 
of any medical practitioner without his be-| cerebellum was an oval tubercle seven lines 
ing exposed to imputation, whatever lan-|in length and four lines thick, of the con- 
age might be made use of in representi ist and structure of scrofulous tuber- 
ie case. cles in their first stage ; it was lying loose 
Mr. Earle, at the commencement of his! in the substance of the cerebellum, and the 
remarks, read a part of the letter he had_ parietes of the cavity, in which it was con- 
received, but until he had got some length, | tained, appeared to have undergone no mor- 
the reporter was not aware of its tenor, and, | bid alteration. ‘Ihe lungs were slightly ad- 


therefore, did not copy it as he proceeded. herent to the pleura, aud contained a few 


On being applied to afterwards for leave to tubercles; the left lung was compressed 
take acopy of the part he had read, Mr.’ posteriorly, and between it and the pleura 
Earle stated, that he felt a delicacy in grant- |was a considerable quantity of a brownish 
ing the request, without the authority of liquid, which, on closer examination, was 
the writer. |found to have proceeded from the stomach, 
through a large perforation in it and the 
diaphragm. ‘The coats of the stomach were 
IHOPITAL DES ENFANS. | healthy, except at the cardiac end, where 

ane ‘they were softened; in the centre of this 


RUPTURE OF THE STOMACH AND DIAPHRAGM. softening there was an aperture with irregu- 

TUBERCLE IN THE BRAIN. lar edges two inches in breadth, and one in 

C. F., a boy six years old, of healthy pa-| length, corresponding with that of the dia- 

rents, was, on the 14th of April, admitted phragm, but not adherent to it. No trace 

after an illness of ten days, during which he | of inflammation or gangrene could be per- 
had constantly complained of headach. On ! ceived.—La Clinique. 
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TUMOURS IN THE FAR—ANEURISM. 


HOTEL-DIEU. 


OF THE Face, 
TUMOURS IN 


OWE SIDE 
ENCEPHALOID 


PARALYSIS OF 
CAUSED BY 
THE BAR. 


B. G., stat. 68, admitted on the 5th of 
April, stated that, during the last thirty 
years, he had been subject to a continual 
purulent discharge from the right ear, with- 
out any pein; that since the beginning of 
January, the discharge had more 
profuse than ever, and was accompanied by 
a shooting pain on the right side cf the , 
which, however, did not prevent him from 
continuing his occupation as a carpenter. 
In the middle of February the headach be- 
came very severe, and, at the same time, a 
dark-red tumour began to protrude from the 
meatus, bleeding on the slightest touch. 
The application of leeches round the ear, 
and of a blister on the neck, were without 
any effect, and, on the morning of the 15th 
of February, he awoke with a distortion of 
the face towards the left side, movement 
and sensibility being completely lost on the 
ight side of the face ; the tongue was not 
ted, but the right eye could not be 
closed, and, within a short time, became in- 
flamed. On his admission, he was in the 
following state: the right ear was red, 
swelled, and pushed up somewhat higher 
than the left; the meatus was filled with a 
fungus of the colour, size, and form of a 
cherry, extremely painful, and bleeding on 
the least touch ; the discharge which issued 
from the circumference of the tumour was 
reddish, thick, very offensive, and left 
black spots on the linen ; below the mas- 
toid process, a bard and very painful swell- 
ing was felt; the headach was not so vio- 
lent as it had been ; the right side of the 
face was completely paralysed with respect’ 
to both motion and sensibility; the right 
eye was constantly open, and was not 
turned up during sleep. Vision and smell 
were not impaired on either side; he did 
not complain much, walked about, and had a 
appetite ; the ancles were cedematous, 

the skin yellow, the bowels costive. He 
was ordered emollient injections into the 
ear, aperient clysters, and the sulphate of 
quiuine internally. Under this treatment 
no improvement d; the below 
the mastoid rapidly increased ; the 
strength of the patient evidently diminish- 
ed, so that he was scarcely able to leave his 
bed, and, on the morning of the ¢d of May, 
_ he was found with all the signs of apoplexy, 
from which, for a few days, he appeared to 
be recovering in some degree, but died on 
the 5th of May. On examination, the tu- 
mour below the mastoid process was found 


to consist of a congeries of small encephaloid 
tumours, and to be connected with the fun- 
gus of the ear, the internal portion of which 
was almost entirely destroyed, its place 
being occupied by putrid encepheloid matter ; 
no trace of the membrana tympani, laby- 
rinth, or ossicula, was leit; the petrous por- 
tion itself was, for the most part, destroyed, 
aud the dura mater which covered it soft- 
ened, and surrounded by thick purulent 
matier, in which the faciel avd audi 
nerves appeared to terminate, so that their 
further course could not be traced. The 
parietes of the right lateral ventricle, and 
the lower portion of the middle lobe were 
greatly softened, and, on the basis cranii, 
the substance of the brain was changed into 
a grayish brown fluid, which communicated 
by means of a perforation of the cerebral 
membranes with the encephaloid tumour of 
the ear.— La Clinique. 


FATAL RESULT OF M, DUPUYTREN’s OPE- 
RATION PERFORMEPD ACCORDING TO MR 
WARDROP’S METHOD. 

The patient, with aneurism of the sub- 

clavian artery, who was upon on 

the 12th of — by M. Dupuytren, accord- 
ing to Mr. Wardro bi mae ing the artery 
distal cide the the 
eighth day after the operation, in eonse- 
quence of hemonbage. Up to the 17th of 

May, nothing happened which led to antici- 
te an unfavourable result; on that day 
. Dupuytren found the patient somewhat 

agitated, the pulse rather full, and the 

ing of the tumour stronger than hi 

and accordingly ordered him to be bled. 

the course of the day, the dressing of 

wound was discovered to be tinged wii 

blood ; the patient was bled a second time, 

and, as the disch of blood continued, a 
rd time. The following night was passed 

quilly. On the morning of the 18th the 
dressing was removed, and the wound care- 
fully examined; it had a healthy appear- 
ance, but the so of the b thage, the 
amount of which was about six ounces daily, 
could not be discovered ; the bottom of the 
wound was, as it were, tumid, as ifthe aneu- 
rism had become enlarged in this direction. 

The arteries of the agm were filled with 

blood, but no pulse could be felt in them ; 

the limb had its usual sensibility and tem- 
perature, “Tbe patient was ordered to be 
twice bled, to continue in the use of the ace- 
tate of lead, and to keep very quiet. On the 
19th, the Lemorrhage still continued; the 
patient was again bled, and had ice applied 
to the wound and tumour, but he died on 
the 20th, apparently from depletion.” On 
examination, the aneurismal tumoar was 
found to extend from the division of the in- 
nominata up to the point where the ligature 
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; ial plex 
were firmly adherent to the sac, the pressure 
of which against the two first ribs had 
caused them to be absorbed to a consi- 
derable degree, The right brachial artery 
and id were healthy; the innominata 


coat intensively inflamed. The 

twice as large as usual, and flabby; i 
rietes were very thin. Both pleuras, espe- 
cially the left, contained a considerable 
quantity of reddish serum ; the lungs were 
gorged with blood.— Lancette Frangaise. 


ON THE VITAL PRINCIPLE. 
By James Woopnam, Esq., Surgeon. 


Tue medical profession have rally 
been considered as not only indifferent to 
‘the concerns of religion, but as concealed 
sceptics or infidels. This opinion, too, has 
been of late much strengthened by the lec- 
tures of an eminent surgeon and anatomist, 
published a few years ago, but which are 
now, I believe, consigned to the tomb of all 
the Capulets. It is, therefore, with much 

re that I mention the names of Mr. 
‘John Thomas, who wrote the excellent 
paper on ‘* Mind and the Vital Principle,” 

No. 302 ~~ journal ; and that of 
Mr. George Warren, who publighed not 
. since ‘* A Disquisition on the Nature 

Properties of Living Animals, &c.” a 
work, with some few exceptions, of great 
merit. These gentlemen, as their wie 
show, are neither sceptics nor infidels, 
believers in Christianity. 

With the highest respect, however, for the 
talents, as well as the Christian principles 
of Mr. Thomas, I must yet take leave to offer 
a remark or two on some parts of his paper. 
That he bas completely shown the unten- 
ableness of Mr, Dermott’s hypothesis, few, 
I believe, will bg disposed to deny, but it 
is much easier to pull down an edifice, than 
to erect one that shall be permanent. Look, 
‘for instance, at the hypotheses of Boer- 
heave, of Cullen, of Brown, and of Darwin, 
where are they now? Gone ; and such will 
at ne distant period be the fate of those of 
Clutterbuck and Broussais. Mr. Thomas 
has not, I think, satisfactorily answered his 
second objection. ‘ Is not,” he says, “ all 
animal matter influenced by, and subject to, 


ceed from like causes and if 90, can. 


be a difference between the vital iple 
of brutes and that of man, seeing that a 
in their operation on matter, produce simi- 
lar results ?”’ To which he answers, ‘‘ There 
can be a difference, and the same effects 
may be derived from causes the same in 
some respects, but dissimilar in others. For 
example, there may be two watches, one of 
which indicates the hour and minutes, the 
other, in addition to this, points out the 
seconds ; now the power which moves the 
hands in both is similar, since they prorane 
the same results, namely, that of telling the 
hours and minutes; but they differ in this, 
that the latter watch has a power superior 
to the former, and can, therefore, suocieek a 
different effect.” This difference, 1 con- 
ceive, arises solely from some additional 
wheels and springs, and not from any new 
power. The watch which indicates the hour 
and minutes only, bas less of machinery than 
the one that points out the seconds also. 

The expression, ‘‘ And the Lord God 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life,” 
cannot be taken in a literal sense. It means, 
I conceive, that after the Deity had formed 
man, he imparted to him in addition to 
Wuxn, the vital principle (which is common 
to man and the brutes, and, I think, identical,) 
Tvevya, the soul, a spirit ; and in this consists 
the distinction, in my opinion, between man- 
kind and the brute creation. I agree with 
Mr. Thomas in thinking, that the mortal 
body never rises again, not on account of 
the absurdity of the contrary supposition, 
but because it is unscriptural.* There are 
many things which may appear absurd, and 
which to our finite understandings are mys 
terious ; but if they be well attested, we are 
bound to believe. Our business is not so 
much with their explication as with their 
authenticity. It has been well and justly 
said, ‘‘ It is the business of reason to exa- 
mine the pretensions of whatever professes 
itself to be a divine revelation, to scruti- 
nise the evidence, and to distinguish authen- 
ticity from forgery, truth from falsehood, 
But when once the election is made, when 
once the word of God is ascertained, our 
duty is belief and acquiescence.” 


Royal Infirmary for Children, 
July 3, 1829. 
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ERGOT OF RYE IN HEMORRHAGE. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sir,—The following case, to which you 
will probably be so kind as to give insertion 
in an early Number of your valuable publi- 
cation, proves more than any | had yet 
seen, the truly deserving character this 
medicine has uniformly received from the 

fession. 

Some few since, I attended a lady in 
the country in her second confinement. On 
my arrival, I found the head of the child 
Testing on the perineum, and though the 
pains recurred at regular intervals, the cou- 
traction of the uterus was not sufficient to 
expel the child for some hours; at length, 
however, this was effected without any 
assistance. The child was a remarkably 
fine one, and, in fifteen minutes after its 
birth, the placenta was thrown off in the 
usual way, immediately after which violent 
flooding commenced. On examining the 
uterus through the abdominal parietes, it 
was found but little contracted. 1 resorted 
to friction, pressure, the application of cold, 
&e., but without avail. Under these cir- 
cumstances, | introduced my hand carefully 
within the cavity of the uterus; I found it 
widely opened, and the blood rushed, as it 
were, in torrents down my arm. It now 
struck me, that what I cought previously to 
have resorted to, might even now be of ser- 
vice, namely, the ergot of rye. I had a 
drachm with me which I gave to ao attend- 
ant, directing her immediately to boil it in a 
small quantity of water. This being done, 
I gave my patient one half of the liquid, 
still retainiog my hand within the uterus. 
No alteration having taken place, in ten 
minutes I gave her the other half of the 
liquid, and, in a short time, the uterus con- 
tracted with such force, aa to expel my 
hand ; the hemorrbage immediately ceased, 
and the woman is now doing well, though ! 
thought, at the time, the case would have 
proved fatal. 

I think it proper to remark that I had pro- 
= giving the ergot during the labour, 

ing it so lingering, but the woman re- 
fused to take any thing. — 


Birmingham, June 30, 1829. 


» LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. 


Dr. Joux Henwen, of the Royal Military 
Asylum, Southampton, has nearly ready for 
the press, an unpublished work of the late 
Dr. Hennen, entitled “ Sketches of the 
Medical Topography of Gibraltar and the 
Mediterranean Islands at present occupied 
by the British Forces,” which will be pub- 
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lished as-soon as a sufficient number of Sub- 
scribers is obtained to defray the expenses. 
It will be comprised in two octave volumes. 
A third edition of Dr. Hennen’s Military 
Surgery is in 4 one a memoir of 
the author, by Dr, J, Hennen. ‘ 
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the System, with Cases. By Huou Car- 
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The Theory and Practice of Brewing from 
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An Experimental Inquiry into the Laws 
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Erratum :—Line 26, col. ¢, page 440, for, 
a phosphoric air, read atmospheric air. 


Dr. Biuxpett has returned from his 
Continental tour, and his invaluable Lec- 
tures will be resumed neat week, 


